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FIRST IOUR OF HIS EXCELLENCY 
THE GOVERNOR. 

February 1901. 


DEPARTURE FROM EQMORE. 

Cn ingle rut, 20 th Feb. —Uis Excellency Lord 
Amptliill left Madras on liis first tour this evening 
by the fast mail train of the South Indian Railway. 
He was accompanied by Mr. H. A. Sim, c.i.e., 
Private Secretary; Captain W. AlcL. Oampboll, Mili¬ 
tary Secretary; Lieutenant-Colonel W. 13. Browning, 
I.M.S., C.i.e. , Surgeon; and Captains G. F. Higgins 
and the Hon’ble R. Lygon, Aides-de-camp. His 
Excellency’s departure being private, there -were 
only a few present on the platform, among them 
being the Hon’ble Mr. Winterbothara, ojs.t. ; the 
Hon’ble Mr. Gr. Stokes, c.s.i.; Mr. 0. R. Jones; 
Dewan Bahadur P. Ramaswami Chetty; Major 
A. D. G. Shelley, R.E., Agent and Manager of the 
South Indian Railway; Mr. Henry Davies, Traffic 
Manager; Air. F. Fawcett, Superintendent of Railway 
Police. Major Shelley, Mr. Davies and Mr. Fawcett 
travelled in the train with the Governor’s party. 

ARRIVAL AT CH1NGLEPUT. 

His Excellency arrived at Chingleput at 7-45 
r.M. where he was met by Mr. D. W. G. Cowit*, the 
Collector; Mr. A. C. Tate, the District Judge ; Mr. 
A. C. Dutt, the Sub-Collector; Mr. C. F. Travers, the 
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District Superintendent of Police; Mr. Stnnborough, 
the District Forest Officer; and other officials of the 
district, besides the Municipal Councillors of the 
town headed by Mr. P. Ramanuja Cliariar, the 
Chairman. On the station platform a pandal was 
erected profusely hung with oleander garlands. As 
the mail trqin steamed into the station, fog signals 
were fired to announce His Excellency’s arrival. On 
alio f Iitin<»“ from the train His Excellency was con- 
ducted to a seat under the pandal Avhere the Municipal 
Councillors and officials were assembltd. .After the 
introductions were over, Mr. P. Ramanuja Cliariar, 
the Municipal Chairman, read the following address 
of welcome to His Excellency : —• 


May it please Your Excellency, —On behalf 
of the Municipal Corporation of Chingleput I have 
the great honour of welcoming Your Excellency to 
Chingleput. As India and the whole of the vast 
British Empire are mourning with no uncertain 
signs of grief and sorrow over the death of the Most 
Illustrious Ruler that the world has ever seen, it is 
appropriate that our words be few and limited to 
one or two topics only. The death of Her Majesty 
the Queen-Empress gave the Indian Empire a great 
shock. The people are most loyal to the British 
throne, and realise the great blessings which have 
come to the country since the British administration 
was set up. Wo, therefore, have much pleasure 
in according to Your Excellency the most cordial 
welcome as the visible representative of His Majesty 
King Edward the Seventh and Emperor of India. 
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We hope to show the same loyalty and devotion to 
the British throne as heretofore, and trust that His 
Majesty will long be spared to uphold the principles 
of righteousness, justice and liberty which have been 
the watch words of progress and civilisation during 
the glorious Victorian era now brought to a close 
by the passing away of Victoria the Good and the 
Gracious. Our municipality is small, but it may 
claim for itself that it has done something to render 
life in the chief town of the district more bearable 
and attractive. The creation of municipalities is a 
step in the right direction and well worthy of the 
careful consideration of the Government. Such 
institutions are the glory and strength of Great 
Britain, and we trust that in India they will become 
more and more potent for good and be better sup¬ 
plied with funds to carry out their important work. 
Chingleput is not without historic interest. Its fort, 
now ,in ruins, was erected in the sixteenth century 
by the Vijayanagar Rajahs. In 1644 it passed to 
the Golconda Chiefs and after that to the Nawabs 
of Arcot. In 1752 Clive bombarded it and took it 
from the French. In the wars that followed, it was 
of great service to the British. Indeed, as the la^e 
Sir William Hunter said:—“ It was from the Palegar 
or Nayakan of Chingleput and Chandragiri that the 
British originally obtained permission in 1039 to 
build the town of Madras.” The fort has long been 
abandoned. In it the Courts of Justice are held, 
and a school is conducted with a view to reform 
juvenile offenders and make them respectable 
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citizens. Tn conclusion, we hope Your Excellency 
will have a pleasant stay in Chingleput. 

His Excellency replied as follows : — 

Gentlemen, — I thank you for the words of wel¬ 
come which have been so kindly expressed by your 
spokesman. This is, as you say, a time when w r e 
can feel but little inclination to think or speak of 
anything but the great sorrow which has over¬ 
whelmed the British Empire. But let us not forget, 
in the midst of our grief, that although the great 
and good Queen has passed away from us, her life¬ 
long labours remain with us. She has left and 
bequeathed to us those great traditions of her w r iso 
and beneficent rule, which His Majesty the King- 
Emperor has pledged himself to maintain and uphold, 
and I join in your prayer that His Majesty will loug 
be spared for us, to continue in this great task. It 
is with peculiar interest that I set foot in Chingleput, 
not only on account of the historical interest which 
centres round it, but also because it is the first place 
which I am visiting on this my first tour. I do not 
think that there is any other place where I could 
have more appropriately begun my visitation of 
the Presidency, seeing, as you say, that it was in 
Chingleput that the British authority emanated, I 
anticipate a great deal of pleasure and profit from 
my visit to this place. I thank you once more for 
your very kind and cordial welcome. 

Bis Excellency then drove to Timmaverara, a 
village 2 miles from Chingleput, where a camp has 
been pitched on the banks of the Palrir Biver, 
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AT CHINGLEPUT. 

ChikgleI'OT, 21 st Feb. — His Excellency the Gov¬ 
ernor, accompanied by Mr. H. A. Sim ; Mr. Donald 
Cowie, the Collector ; Lieutenant-Colonel Browning, 
I.M.S. ; Captain W. M. Campbell, Military Secretary; 
and Mr. C. E. Travers, the Superintendent o£ Police, 
left his camp at 7 a.m. to-day and drove about G 
miles along the Tirupporur Hoad to see some of 
the ryots of the villages near Chingleput. A few 
of these ryots, who had been previously informed 
of His Excellency’s intention to see them, were 
assembled in a small pandal erected on the road 
side, about 3 miles from the Railway Station, to 
pay their respects to His Excellency and to tell 
him of their wants. His Excellency and party here 
alighted from their carriages, when a number of the 
villagers approached the Governor and paid their 
obeisance to him in the usual oriental fashion. His 
Excellency then made several enquiries of them with 
the object of acquainting himself with their wants 
and grievances. With the help of an interpreter, 
the Governor addressed his questions directly to 
the ryots, who, struck with his evident solicitude for 
their welfare, explained to him without reserve how 
during the last three years they had suffered from 
deficient and poor rainfall and how their cattle were 
starving for want of fodder. They asked His 
Excellency to remit the revenues on lands on which 
they had not been able to raise any crops during 
the year, or on which the crops they attempted to 
raise had failed for want of timely rain. They 
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invited His Excellency to come and inspect their 
houses and fields to satisfy himself of the truth of 
their representations in regard to the failure of their 
crops. A specific grievance relating to the demand 
of GTovcrnmenfc revenue was that out of a large area 
of land (say of 10 acres) bearing one Survey number, 
even if only a small portion was cultivated, the ryot 
was forced to pay the rent due on the whole area of 
ten acres, though a large portion of it had been left 
uncultivated. They prayed that His Excellency 
would redress their grievance in this matter. They 
further represented that the Government collected 
wet rate on dry crops raised on wet land, and that 
this was not just and ought to be put an end to. A 
yet more emphatic grievance of the ryots related to 
the working of the Forest Laws, which, they said, 
entailed a great deal of hardship on them. Their 
cattle were not allowed to graze in the jungles 
which had been reserved by the Forest Department; 
nor were they allowed to cut leaves from the trees 
in the reserves for use as green manure for their 
fields. The jungles extended almost up to their 
fields and ploughing cattle when unyoked often 
strayed into Forest reserves, and before ryots could 
stop them the people of the Forest Department 
seized them and sont them to the pound. The 
complaints amongst the ryots in regard to the 
t orest laws appeared to be almost universal. 

His Excellency replied that forests were reserved 
by Government, for the benefit of the ryots in the 
way c>f providing fuel and pasturage in the future, 
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as also for securing greater rainfall in the area, and 
that in the long run the reserved forests would be 
found to serve their interests better. But in regard 
to their grievances he assured them that he would 
have a talk with the District Forest officer in the 
course of the day and see if anything could be done 
to help them. His Excellency also informed the 
ryots that he had come to their villages to see them 
personally and hear directly from them all about 
their agricultural prospects. He added that he 
was sorry to hear that for some time past they had 
not been doing well, and promised to keep in mind 
all their representations and try to mitigate their 
sufferings as far as possible. One among the ryots, 
an intelligent looking Vaishnava Brahmin, assured 
His Excellency that the ryots •were all greatly obliged 
to him for having come into their midst to make 
personal enquiries in regard to their welfare. Ho 
recited a Sanskrit verse which being interpreted 
meant that the ruler of the land was an incarnation 
of Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth, and all that is 
auspicious, and that his arrival among the people 
was the harbinger of peace and prosperity to them. 
When the ryots retired, with evident satisfaction at 
having been allowed an opportunity of coming face 
to face with the Governor of the Presidency and of 
laying before him their wants and grievances, His 
Excellency and party resumed their drive, which 
took them into the jungle, where there was another 
body of villagers awaiting their arrival. Here, too. 
His Excellency’s enquiries elicited the same talc of 
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failure of crops, difficulties of meeting the Govern¬ 
ment demands and the rigorous working of Forest 
Regulations. His Excellency gave them a patient 
hearing expressed sympathy with them in their 
sufferings, which, he said, he would try to relieve 
wherever possible. 

His Excellency then drove back to Chingleput 
to visit the Reformatory School. Mr. J. P. Lewis, 
the Superintendent, and the non-official' and official 
visitors met His Excellency at the entrance to the 
premises and conducted him to the workshop, where 
the juvenile convicts were seen at work. Here they 
are taught blacksmithery, carpentry, tailoring, 
weaving, drawing, etc. They are also given ele¬ 
mentary education, and the Superintendent always 
interests himself in the future career of the students 
when they leave the Reformatory. He communi¬ 
cates with the Collector of the district from which 
the convict was sent in the first instance and tries 
to get -work for the student in his native district. 
There are about 160 juveniles in the school ranging 
from 10 to 16 or 17, who are all taught some 
industry. Mr. Lewis showed His Excellency the 
students’ drawing and copy books. In regard to 
the copy books the Superintendent, explained that 
ho has adopted a new method which, once it was 
made public, would, he said, be likely “ to revo¬ 
lutionise copy-writing ” in schools ! A number of 
pupils sang a welcome song in Tamil which had 
been specially composed in honour of His Excel¬ 
lency’s visit. Alter this the Governor witnessed 
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some physical drill by the students. As a result of 
his visit His Excellency made the following remarks 
in- the Visitors’ Book :— 

“I visited the Reformatory this morning and was shown 
over it by the Acting Superintendent, Mr. Lewis. 1 was 
much pleased with what I saw and was especially struck 
with the high standard of the writing and free-hand draw¬ 
ing. The boys went through their physical drill well and 
the performance of the singing class was very creditable. 
The boys seemed to me to be happy and healthy and 
thoroughly interested in their work, for which great credit 
is due to Mr. Lewis.” r 

His Excellency then returned to the camp, where, 
after breakfast, he gave interview's to leading 
officials and non-officials of the district. A depu 
tation of the Municipal Councillors of Chingleput 
was presented to Ilis Excellency, who had a talk 
with them on the position of their municipality, the 
sources of their income and how they disposed of it. 
His Excellency asked if they had any represent¬ 
ations to make, and Mr. P. Ramanuja Chariar, the 
Chairman, stated that it was mainly a matter of 
small income and a gcod deal to do in the way of 
water-supply and drainage, and that the Sanitary 
Commissioner called on them to do more than thei; 
funds permitted. Next Mr. C. Muthukumarasaray 
Moodelliar, b.a., the Zamindar of Chunampet, had 
an interview, in the course of which His Excellency 
questioned him as to the position of his estate and 
the state of the district in the neighbourhood of 
his Zaraindari. Mr. P. S. Ganapathi Iyer and 
M. 0 oSman Sahib Bahadur, Deputy Collector, Cere 
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accorded interviews and were also asked about the 
state of their Divisions generally. His Excellency 
also had along conference with the District Foie3t 
Officer on the subject of Forest grievances brought 
to his notice by the ryots in the morning. At 4 r.M. 
the mirasidars of seven villages adjoining Chin- 
gleput presented His Excellency with a written 
statement of their wants and grievances, which His 
Excellency promised to consider in due course. 

The following address was presented to His 
Excellency the Governor at the Free Church Mis¬ 
sion School:—• 

Mat it please Your Excellency,— We have 
much pleasure in welcoming Your Excellency to 
our United Free Church Mission High School. 
This is an auspicious day when the representative of 
His Majesty King Edward the Seventh and Emperor 
of India pays a visit to an institution such as this. 
.Owing to the death of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, 
the whole Empire has been thrown into deep 
mourning, and we have no desire, therefore, to 
detract from the solemnity of the time of mourning 
through which we are now passing, and make any 
lengthened statement regarding matters of inferior 
moment. It is necessary, however, to make a brief 
statement regai ding the institution which is honoured 
by the presence of Your Excellency to-day. Its 
origin is not of yesterday. It is one of the few 
pioneer schools of this Presidency, and owes its 
origin to the unfailing interest in the education of 
the people of India taken by a distinguished member 
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of the Indian Civil Service so far back as 1810. 
Mr. William Ambrose Morehead, who was then 
District and Sessions Judge of Chingleput, and 
afterwards Member of Council and twice acting 
Governor of Madras, opened a school in this town 
at the strong desire of the Government officials so 
that their children may receive a good education. 
After a year’s trial, he handed it over in 1841 to 
the Rev. J. Anderson, Madras, who was the first 
Missionary of the Church in Scotland to South 
India, and who did much in his day to foster edu¬ 
cation on enlightened principles. The school has, 
therefore, been 00 years continuously in charge of 
the Scottish Mission, and has attained its Diamond 
Jubilee. It has had its ups and downs, but, not¬ 
withstanding this, it has continued to supply the 
wants of the town and has had an honourable place 
in the annals of education in this district. Up to 
1860, the school was badly off for suitable accom¬ 
modation, but in that year, the present commodious 
building was built from funds raised by the friends 
of Mr. Morehead who, himself, presented the 
Mission with the site which is in every way suitable 
and which occupies a central position; and the 
Rev. Dr. Miller, the leading educationist of India 
at the present time, built the present building 84 
years ago. It was his first attempt at supervising 
building operations, and may be regarded as a very 
fair attempt. The school teaches up to the matric¬ 
ulation standard of the Madras University, and of 
the twelve pupils that were sent up last year for 
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the examination, four came out successful. It lias 
2-U pupils on its rolls against 212 last year, and is 
attended by pupils from the different sections of 
the community. 

His Excellency replied as follows :— 

Ladies and Gentlemen,— I thank you for the 
loyal welcome which you have given to me as the 
representative of His Majesty the King-Emperor. 
I have heard with very great interest the account of 
the origin of the school, which has just been read 
to me, and I assure you that it has been a great 
pleasure to me personally to come here and to see 
your handsome school building and these rows of 
happy and cheerful looking school children all around 
me. I am very much obliged to you for the kind 
welcome which you have given to me. 

The Rev. A. Andrew showed His Excellency 
round the buildings before his departure to the 
Railway Station. 

His Excellency left for Conjeeveram at 5-15 p.m. 


AT CONJEEVERAM. 

Conjeeveram, 2\st Feb .—His Excellency the 
Governor and staff arrived here this evening and was 
accorded a magnificent reception at the Railway 
Station by the Municipal Councillors and other 
inhabitants of Conjeeveram. A splendid pandal was 
erected on the platform, uhder which a large number 
of leading townsmen wore assembled and presented 
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His Excellency with the following address of 
welcome:— 

May it please Your Excellency, —We, the 
Municipal Councillors and the other inhabitants of 
Conjeeveram, most respectfully beg to offer our 
most hearty welcome to Your Excellency on this 
occasion of your visit to our ancient town. Ours is 
a city which, alike in the songs of our poets and on 
the pages of our history, as well from its architec¬ 
tural treasures as frcm its religious sanctity, has 
acquired a celebrity which has almost invariably 
attracted to our midst the Rulers of the Southern 
Presidency, and that Your Excellency, in keeping 
with this tradition, has been graciously pleased to 
include this town in the programme of your very 
first tour, is esteemed by us all to be an honour and 
a privilege —an honour which we highly appreciate, 
and a privilege which we shall always study to 
deserve. We trust that Your Excellency’s brief 
stay at Conjeeveram may conduce to the further¬ 
ance of the immediate objects of your visit and that 
Your Excellency may be able to leave us with abid¬ 
ing and agreeable memories of the town and its 
residents. Your Excellency, we are disinclined on 
this occasion to use any but the briefest words as 
the present is a time when the whole world is 
saddened by the death of Her Most Gracious Majesty 
Queen Victoria, Empress of India, who w r as to us 
net merely a Sovereign but an ever affectionate 
Mother. We could cnly beg permission to convey 
to you a strong assurance of our loyal and humble 
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allegiance to the throne of His Most Gracious 
Majesty King Edward the Seventh, our new Emperor. 
In conclusion, Ave unanimously send up our fervent 
prayer to the Great Giver of all good that he may 
shower His choicest blessings upon Your Excellency 
and Her Excellency Lady Ampthill, and that He may 
so guide and strengthen your hands in the onerous 
task of administering this great Presidency, that 
Your Excellency’s name may live in the hearts of 
many a generation to come enshrined in enduring 
letters of gold. 

His Excellency replied as follows :— 

Gentlemen, —I thank you for the exceedingly 
kind words with which you have welcomed me to 
Conjeeveram and for your good wishes for Lady 
Ampthill and myself. It is also our constant prayer 
that the Almighty may so guide us that our sojourn 
in this Presidency may not be unattended by some 
lasting benefit to its people. I fully appreciate and 
share your disinclination on this occasion to refer 
to any subject except that which is so sorrowfully 
occupying all our hearts, and it is a satisfaction to 
me to receive assurances of your allegiance to His 
Majesty the King-Emperor. His Majesty, as you are 
aware, in his Message to the Princes and People of 
India, has already declared his intention to follow 
the example of his beloved mother, and to endeavour 
in every way to merit, as she did, the unswerving 
loyalty and devotion of the people of India. I have 
i ot the least doubt that my stay in Conjeeveram will 
bo both pleasant and interesting, and I trust that 
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although it must necessarily be short, it will be the 
occasion of acquiring some of that further knowledge 
of this Presidency and its people which is the object 
of my tour. Gentlemen, I thank you again for your 
exceedingly kind welcome. 


Conjerveram, 2 2nd Feb .—His Excellency the 
Governor, who was here joined by the Hon’ble Mr. 
Justice Shephard, Mr. Murray Hammick, Mr. Edgar 
Thurston, and Mr. J. A. Jones, left his camp early 
this morning for a drive into the town to see the 
great Siva temple. At the temple the party were 
received by the Dharmakartas and taken round the 
sacred edifice, which, during the last two or three 
years, has been renovated and extended by the 
munificence of Nattukottai merchants. This temple, 
which is dedicated to Ekambra—so named after the 
solitary mango tree in the compound, which is 
believed to have been in existence for many centuries 
—is older than the Vishnu temple in Little Conjee- 
veram and contains several inscriptions recording 
incidents in Chola history. His Excellency inspected 
the silver and gold-plated Vahanams on which the 
idol used to be carried in procession on festival 
occasions. He was also shown the jewellery belong, 
ing to the deity, a large portion of which is reported, 
to have been carried away by robbers some few 
years ago. From the temple they drove to the head- 
works of the Conjeeveram Municipal water-supply, 
which are erected on the banks of the Vegavati 
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River. Here Mr. J. A. Jones, tlie Sanitary Engineer, 
explained to His Excelleucy, with the help of a 
plan, the various details conneoted with the working 
of the machinery. His Excellency saw the engines 
at work and examined the water that was pumped 
into the main pipes for distribution to the town. 
Before he left the place he recorded in the Visitors’ 
Book that he was much interested in what he had 
oeen shown by Mr. Jones, and that he was pleased 
with what he had seen. A visit was then paid to the 
Kailasanatha temple, which is the oldest in Coujee- 
veram, and probably one of the oldest in the 
Presidency, dating as far back as the 5th century 
A.D. The temple is in an abandoned condition and 
is fast decaying. It contains some inscriptions of 
the Pallava Kings who were a dynasty ruling in 
Southern India many hundreds of years ago. The 
type of architecture employed in its construction is 
very unlike that commonly met with in temples at 
(Jonjeeveram and other places in Southern India. . 

INTERVIEW WITH RYOTS. 

In the compound of the temple a few ryots from 
neighbouring villages were assembled to bo pre¬ 
sented to His Excellency. Among these, two local 
Pleaders were present, on the strength of their 
holding lands in the adjoining villages. The 
moment His Excellency expressed his readiness to 
hear the grievances of those present, these Pleaders 
started with an elaborate statement of their 
hardships and begged to “ submit,” “ urge,” 
“ represent,” and “explain” many things, which, 
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liad they come directly from ryots solely depending 
on the land for their existence, would, perhaps, have 
appealed to His Excellency with greater force. In 
their turn, however, the villagers had their say, 
when they represented their difficulties in meeting 
the revenue demands of Government in times of 
scarcity like the present. For want of rains during 
the last few years they had not been able to cultivafo 
their lands, and the crops which they had attempted 
to raise under well irrigation failed owing to 
drought. They had to pledge tlveir jewels and 
mortgage their lands in some instances t.o eke out 
their livelihood. Their cattle suffered equally for 
want of fodder and they found it very difficult to 
maintain them. Agricultural labourers were not 
able to find work in villages and many of them were 
emigrating to Natal. The ryots of villages who 
depended on the spring channels of the Vegavati 
River for their irrigation represented to His 
Excellency that, since the date of the construction 
of the Conjeeveram water-works, the supply from 
the spring channels to their fields had steadily 
decreased, so much so that at present some of them 
were hard-pressed for water for irrigation purposes. 
But Mr. Jones explained that the villages referred 
to were higher up the river and that therefore the 
water-works lower down coidd not in any way 
diminish the supply of water to their fields. But 
the ryots could not see the force of this contention 
or did not wish to be convinced, but persisted in 
a sorting that the water-works, though lower down 
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had the effect of sensibly diminishing 1 their supply. 
Some of the ryots who were living within the 
municipal area complained that the land cess levied 
in the municipal jurisdiction was higher than that 
levied outside it. r l hey further represented that the 
municipality levied a tax on all cattle owned by 
them, and that this entailed great hardship on them. 
His Excellency, who accorded a very patient hearing 
to their grievances, promised to bear them in mind 
and institute enquiries with a view, if possible, t,a 
redressing them. The party then returned to the 
camp in time for breakfast. 

OTHER VISITS, 

The Kon’blo Mr. G. H. Stuart, the Director of 
Public Instruction, arrived here this morning to be 
present at the opening of Avcot Narayanasami 
Moodelliar’s Girls’ School. After breakfast His 
Excellency gave interviews to several individuals 
and deputations, details of which I shall send in 
my next letter. He also inspected specimens of 
local brassware and silk manufacture. At 10 a.m. 
His Excellency and party left to visit the big Vishnu 
temple at Little Conjeeveram. At this place ho 
w'as met by the DharmaJcartas of the temple and 
was presented with the following address: 

May it please Your Excellency,— We, the 
trustees and priests of this temple, respectfully 
solicit that Your Excellency will be pleased to 
convey to our new King-Emperor in the Ear West 
that there is not a single heart in and around this 
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ancient temple that does not share in the universal 
sorrow of the Empire for the irreparable loss of His 
Gracious Majesty’s noble Mother, and also our 
condolence and sympathy with* His Majesty and 
Royal Family, and our profound loyalty and 
devotion to the successor of our good and great 
Queen of revere! memory. We also pray daily, 
within these veucrated walls, that Your Excellency, 
chosen by the wise Queen-mother herself to rule 
.over us, may be soon relieved of the anxiety caused 
by the present season of scarcity and water-famine, 
and that Your Excellency may have the blessing of 
peace and good health to maintain the religious and 
civil liberties and promote the happiness and con¬ 
tentment of the King-Emperor’s subjects, in the 
spirit of the recent Royal Message to the Princes 
and People of India. 

His Excellency made this short reply:— 

Gentlemen,—I shall not fail to convey to His 
Majesty the King-Emperor your loyal and sym¬ 
pathetic assurances, and X thank you very sincerely 
for the kind words which you have used with regard 
to myself. It i3 with the greatest interest that I 
am visiting your templo—a pleasure which I looked 
forward two years ago when I wa3 travelling in the 
North of India and saw the temples of the North. 
I thank you sincerely for your very kind welcome. 

Ills Excellency then inspected the temple jewels 
and Vahamms and admired the sculptural beauty of 
the several monolith pillars supporting the hundred 
pillared manhipam. 
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AT THE GIKLS’ SCHOOL. 

Leaving the temple Ilis Excelloncy drove to 
Mr. A. Narayanasami Moodelliar’s Girls’ school, 
which he opened in the presence of a large assembly 
of the leading inhabitants of Conjeeveram and many 
friends of Mr. A. Narayanasami Moodelliar who had 
come from Madras. Mr. A. Narayanasami Moodcl- 
liar presented His Excellency with the following 
address:— 

May it please Your Excellency, —•With pro¬ 
found respect .and feelings of loyalty, I beg per¬ 
mission to approach Your Excellency and offer my 
sincei’e and grateful thanks for Your Excellency’s 
great condescension in having consented to formally 
open the new building of the Hindu Girls’ School 
at this place. During my short stay in this ancient 
and historic city in November 1893, the idea of 
establishing a Caste Hindu Gilds’ School was con¬ 
sidered by me, agreeably to the suggestion of some 
of the leading gentlemen of this place whose 
acquaintance I then made. Having established 
and maintained several educational institutions in 
Bangalore, and knowing from experience the 
excellent manner in which such institutions are 
managed by the British Government, I at once set 
about making the necessary enquiries in the locality 
and came to the conclusion that an institution of 
this kind would supply a real want, and that it had 
every chance of flourishing in this scat of Eastern 
culture and Hindu orthodoxy. A school was 
immediately started with half-a-dozen pupils, and 
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"within a short time, it developed into an institution, 
requiring a suitable building to locate it in. It was 
then that the foundation stone of this building, 
which is now complete and which I beseech Your 
Excellency to declare open, was laid on the 25th 
December 1H99 by my distinguished countryman, 
Justice Sir S. Subrahmanya Iyer, k.c.i.e. As my 
charities in Bangalore are placed under the proper 
control and management of a well-organised 
committee and maintained by suitable endowments, 
Specially set apart for the purpose and deposited 
with the Mysore Durbar, I have, for the sake oE 
convenience, arranged to hand over this institution 
also to that committee, and enhance the existing 
endowments to ensure its efficient maintenance in 
the future. Under the fostering care of the British 
Government education has made rapid and wonder¬ 
ful progress, being strongly supported in every way, 
and I hope and trust that this humble effort of mine 
will receive due attention and suitablo encouragement 
at the hands of Your Excellency’s Government, and 
more so, as the institution is intended for the 
education of Hindu girls who are slow to take; 
advantage of the existence of such an institution in 
their midst, owing to conservatism innate in their 
nature. It is education alone that can elevate 
their condition and give them their proper status 
in life. I should nob allow this opportunity to pass 
by without expressing my gratitude to the leading 
gentlemen of this town, to whose kind, care and 
supervision this institution owes its present position. 
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In conclusion, I respectfully beg to thank Your 
Excellency most heartily for having condescended, 
in spite of your manifold engagements and absorbing 
■duties, to help and honour me in this undertaking by 
opening this building, and I feel assured that the 
performance of this important function by Your 
Excellency who, as the responsible administrator of 
•this Presidency, lias broad sympathies in the cause 
of the advancement of our women, is a happy 
augury of the future prosperity of this institution. 

Before proceeding to reply, His Excellency read 
to the audience a telegram from Mr. T. R. A. 
Thutnbu Clietty, Officiating Dewan of Mysore, 
heartily wishing the school founded by Mr. A. Nara- 
yanasami Moodelliar all prosperity and usefulness. 
His Excellency then said 

If it is indeed the case that by my presence here 
this evening I have in any way furthered the interests 
of this important undertaking, I can assure you that 
it is a very great pleasure and satisfaction to me, 
and I am also right glad to do honour to one who, 
•by his many generous and public spirited benefac¬ 
tions, has so richly deserved honour. I think that 
you, the inhabitants of Conjeeveram, will allow me 
to say on your behalf that a very great debt of 
gratitude is due to Mr. A. Narayanasami Moodelliar 
for having extended to this city the many public 
benefits which he has conferred on Bangalore. It 
> not open to fjuostion that the education of girls 
is one of the pressing necessities of the day, and it 
would bo superfluous for rao to remind you of its 
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advantages. The girls of to-day wall be the mothers 
of a new generation, and as such they will play a 
great part in moulding the characters of the men and 
women of to-morrow. They should t hereto re he able 
in this matter to share the views of their husbands, 
and this they cau only do if they receive a similar 
education. I hope you will not misunderstand me 
when I say this, or think that I am advocating 
education for girls on wholly "Western lines. On 
the contrary, what I should like to seo is such an 
adaptation of both Eastern and Western methods of 
education as would combine the best features of 
both. I surely think there could be no better place 
than this ancient, orthodox and conservative city of 
Conjeeveram for making such an experiment. This 
is a place where all the old ideas are preserved in 
their primitive state, and I shall watch the expci’i- 
ment of combining these ideas — not substituting 
them— but blending them with the newer ideas 
of the West. I am particularly glad that Mr. A. 
Narayanasami Moodelliar, with a foresight which is 
equal to his generosity, has decided to endow this 
school so as to ensure its efficient maintenance, and 
I am sure that in the hands of the Bangalore 
Committee it will be admirably managed, as the 
numerous schools and charities which Mr. A. Nat a- 
yanasami Moodelliar has established at a cost, I 
believe, of something over three lakhs of ruoees. 
In conclusion, I beg to offer my most hearty 
congratulations to Mr. A. Xarayanasami Moodelliar 
on tho success which lias already attended his 
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enterprise. I wish the school, which ho has founded 
in memory of his departed son, long continued 
prosperity, and all those beneficial results for which 
he had' intended it. I shall have very great pleasure 
in declaring this school" open. If you will allow me 
to say one word more, I desire to thank Mr. A. 
Karavanasami Moodelliar for the extremely hand- 
some casket in which lie has been good enough to 
present this address to me, and also for the beautiful 
key with which I am now about to open the school. 

His Excellency then visited Rajah Sir Rama- 
sawiny Moodelliar’s Maternity Hospital and the 
Municipal Hospital. At the former place he was 
met by Rajah Sir Ramasawmy Moodelliar and shown 
over the building. 


RYOTS’ GRIEVANCES IN CIIINGLEPCT. 

CoSjkbvibaK* 22 ad Feb.—In my report of His 
Excellency’s doings at Chingloput I mentioned 
that the inhabitants of some seven villages near 
(’hingleput, viz., Chettipunyam, Yenkatapuram, 
Kolattur, Kunnattur, Appur, Vembakam, and 
Kuruvambedu had presented a written statement of 
their wants and grievances to His Excellency. I 
have been, able to secure a copy of this interesting 
document which contains nearly 30 paragraphs, 
almost every one of which relates to specific griev¬ 
ances of a substantial character (though somewhat 
overdrawn in some particulars), touching land 
revenue and cognate matters. Their grievance- 
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are classified by them under the following heads 
(!) The impoverished condition of the agricultural 
classes consequent on the failure of crops during 
the last two years, and on the high land assessment 
and stringent rulings of the Board and Government 
in the working of the land laws; (2) Grievances 
relating to defects in the present administration of 
the taluk; (3) Disadvantages and hardships result¬ 
ing to the agricultural classes by the formation of 
reserved forests in close proximity to their villages; 
(4) Total curtailment of their rights and privileges 
as mirasidars in respect of trees on poramboke lands, 
and in respect of tracts of land allotted to each 
village during the last Revenue Settlement for 
cattle grazing; (5) Disadvantages resulting from the 
clubbing of villages for purpose of village adminis¬ 
tration. In regard to their wants, the petitioners 
mention the following as the most pressing:— 

(1) Advance of seeds to ryots for the ensuing year ; 

(2) Granting of irrigation loans under the Land 
Improvement Act to ryots on much easier terms 
than now; (3) Granting of small loans to ryots on 
their patta lands for subsistence until the next 
harvest; (4) Improvement of their irrigation sources 
as a safeguard against famine; (5) Remedies to 
prevent epidemics amongst cattle. 

After this statement of their grievances and 
wants, the petitioners proceed to enlarge upon each 
of the points noted above. As regards their 
impoverished condition, they point out that besides 
suffering loss of crop owing to failure cf rains, they 
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have to meet the revenue demands. They repre¬ 
sent that they are in a hopeless condition themselves 
and that their dependants, viz., the labouring classes, 
are in a much worse state. Not being able to 
endure starvation, it would appear that people have 
emigrated in numbers to Mauritius, Natal and other 
Colonies; while others, strongly attached to their 
lands and homes, have, it is said, taken to eating 
“roots of sorts, aloes, cactus, shrubs, greens, tender 
shoots of palmyra and date trees, seeds of grass, 
etc.,” almost anything likely to help them to keep 
body and soul together. Referring to the stringency 
of the rulings of the Board of Revenue, the petition¬ 
ers draw His Excellency’s attention particularly 
to the practice of Government realising the full 
revenue of a Survey field, only a part of which has 
been cultivated owing to the insufficiency of water- 
supply. They justly contend that if there were 
facilities available, they would naturally cultivate 
the whole Survey field rather than only a portion, 
with the certainty of being made to pay for the 
whole. It will appear that in this matter, at any 
rate, they have reasonable ground for complaint 
which the authorities also seem more or less inclined 
to recognise. 

As regards shavi or withered crops, the petition* 
ers prefer a specific complaint against Revenue 
subordinates in the matter of season inspection of 
villages and checking of cultivation accounts by 
them. 'I hey seem to have no faith in the method 
of preparing shavi statements adopted by village 
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officers. The rule enforcing the affixing of one 
anna Court-fee stamps to applications for remissions 
is pointed out to be a great source of hardship to 
poor ryots. Another rule which is complained 
against is that which makes it obligatory on the 
ryots to obtain the permission of the authorities to 
re-cultivate land the crops on which have withered. 
The distraining of ploughing cattle for arrears of 
land assessment is made the subject of bitter com¬ 
plaint. It is insinuated that Revenue officers 
scarcely ever visit the fields to prepare and check 
cultivation accounts, but that they always write 
such without actual inspection. The omission on 
the part of the Revenue officials to personally 
inspect the fields, and the implicit confidence in 
subordinate staff, where responsible official work is 
concerned, are pointed out to be detrimental to the 
public interests and to produce consequences disas¬ 
trous to the Government and the poor ryots. 
Another grievance represented in the petition is the 
rule which requires a ryot to leave on his land 
a shavi crop till such time as a Revenue officer 
inspects it before granling any remission for the 
same. The existence of this rule is said to deprive the 
ryot not merely of the straw of the shavi crop, but 
also of all chances of getting remission in the end, 
for it is pointed out that before an Inspecting 
officer’s arrival on the scene, the shavi is invariably 
destroyed by cattle, and leaves the appearance of 
having been harvested. This makes the Inspecting 
officer’s task of recommending for remission rather 
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difficult., as there is apparently nothing to show that 
the field has not been harvested in the usual course; 
The present system of insisting on individual appli¬ 
cations for remissions instead of the former system 
under which a whole village made a joint application 
is another cause for annoyaflce. 

f 

On the subject of formation of forest reserves, 
the petitioners submit that forests in close proximity 
to their cultivated lauds are a great source of 
nuisance to them, on account of wild animals 
destroying the crops during night and attacking their 
cattle, thus causing great loss to the ryots. Added 
to this, the petitioners say that the Forest sub¬ 
ordinate is a more constant source of oppression to 
them. They suggest as a remedy that the extent of 
forest adjoining each village may be assigned to 
pattadars in the village on a fixed lease for a certain 
number of years. If this suggestion should be 
thought impracticable, they request that no reserve 
may be formed within a mile of cultivated lands and 
village sites. In this connection they represent 
that they should be allowed to cut trees on Govern¬ 
ment waste lands for agricultural and domestic 
purposes, and that their cattle should be allowed free 
grazing in the forests. 

With regard to disadvantages arising from the 
clubbing of villages for administrative purposes, the 
petitioners suggest that Honorary Tillage Magis¬ 
trates may be appointed for each village in the 
group, as a single Munsiff for a whole group of 
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villages cannot, in their opinion, effectively 
supervise the whole. 

They request that minor irrigation sources in 
their villages may be ordered to be repaired and 
that these may be made to serve as relief works for 
the ryots in this season of scarcity. Jn conclusion, 
the memorialists put forward a scheme which has for 
its object the relief of the agricultural classes. It 
is this—that the past ten years’ net assessment paid 
by each ryot may be taken and an average struck, 
allowing a small percentage for remission. This, it 
is said, will be a boon to the villagers and if tried 
for five years will “ redress all their grievances.*’ 

This petition is as exhaustive a statement as can 
possibly bo made of the grievances common to ryots 
not merely of the Cliingleput district, but of almost 
all districts, and has been conceded even by the 
authorities of the Cliingleput district to be on the 
whole a correct statement of their wants, and as 
such is sure to receive more than ordinary consider¬ 
ation at the hands of His Excellency. 

AT CONJEEVEBAM. 

While at Conjeeverara His Excellency was 
interviewed by the leading inhabitants of the town, 
representing various communities. He had a long 
conference with the Municipal Councillors, headed 
by Mr. A. C. Dutt, the Official Chairman, and dis¬ 
cussed matters touching the local municipal admin¬ 
istration. Mr. Sivararasa, a representative of the 
weaver community, had an audience with the 
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Governor, who questioned him on the present con¬ 
dition of the industry in the town and its prospects 
of development. Mr. Bauker Hussain, a Municipal 
Councillor, and representative of the local Muham¬ 
madan community in geueral and of the mercantile 
community in particular, was also accorded an 
interview, in the course of which he discussed with 
His Excellency matters affecting his community. 
Kachalai Moodelliar, another Municipal Councillor, 
and a wealthy member of the silk-weaving commu¬ 
nity, was also given an opportunity of seeing His 
Excellencv and telling him of the wants of his class. 
His Excellency next had an interesting talk on the 
state of the season and agricultural prospects in and 
around Conjeeveram with Mr. Aruliah Naidu, a big 
Roman Catholic landholder who supports a largo 
number of agricultural labourers on his estate. Mr. 
Sivarama Iyer, the Deputy Collector of the Tiruvallur 
Division, was questioned about the general prospects 
of the season outlook in his division. 

During His Excellency’s stay at Conjeeveram 
Lieutenant-Colonel W. B. Browning, in company 
with Mr. Cowie, drove over to visit a big relief 
kitchen maintained in the town by private subscrip¬ 
tions raised from among a number of charitable and 
philanthropic gentlemen. It is said that, at this 
kitchen relief is daily given to about 400 of the lower 
classes, such as the Chucklers and Pariahs. On 
the (lay the Collector paid his visit there were 
about 600 assembled at the kitchen, and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Browning, who examined them all, found 
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nearly 150 of them, Chucklers and Pariahs, in very 
poor condition. The kitchen gives these poor people 
daily some broken rice congee, ragi and greens. 
Moved by their pitiable condition the visitors gave 
them some cloths and a small donation to the kitchen. 
On returning to the camp they mentioned the matter 
to His Excellency the Governor, who, moved by the 
tale of woe and misery, forwarded a substantial 
donation to the managers of the kitchen, which will 
secure food for the poor for several days. 


AT CHERI. 

KAv^rippAkkam, 23rd Feb .—Tins morning His 
Excellency the Governor and part}’ left Conjeeveram 
by the ordinary train for Sholinghur in the North 
Arcot district. Mr. D. W. G. Cowie and other District 
officials stayed behind at Conjeeveram, and Major 
A. D. G. Shelley, R.E., and Mr. Henry Davies took 
leave of His Excellency at Arkonam, where he took 
the passenger, train of the Madras Railway. At 
Sholinghur, which was reached at 9-45 r.M., Mr. R. H. 
Campbell, the Collector of North Arcot district, and 
Mr. J. E. Hasted, the District Superintendent of 
Police, met His Excellency. The party alighted 
here and were driven to the camp which was 
pitched near the village of Cheri, about 4 miles 
from Kav&'ippakkam. Hero they were joined by 
Mr. H. G. Stokes, the Head Assistant Collector; Mr. 
S. D. Pears, the Executive Engineer; and Mr. 
F. R. Hemingway, the Assistant Collector. 
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The afternoon to-day was devoted to receiving 
deputations of ryots from several villages in the 
Wallajah taluk which at present is in a very bad 
way, owing to the failure of the season. Deputations 
had come from as many as 30 villages and consisted 
of nearly 150 rjots. This large number was divided 
into several groups who were introduced to His 
Excellency one after another. A majority of the 
deputationist3 represented to His Excellency that, 
owing to the general distress which prevailed in their 
taluk, many of the labouring classes had left their 
villages for Kular, Natal, Penang, Singapore and 
Mauritius, and the few that had not the courage or 
enterprise to adopt a similar course, suffered from 
want of labour by means of udiich they could earn 
wages and eke out some sort of livelihood. The 
supply channels to many tanks in the taluk under 
the P&lar anient system, r.nd in some instances the 
tanks themselves, were said to be in a state of dis¬ 
repair; and it was represented to His Excellency 
that the labouring classes would be afforded some 
relief, if these channels and tanks were, as a relief 
measure, deepened, widened or otherwise repaired 
as the case might be. It w r as pointed out that, by 
carrying out that proposal, the Government would 
not merely afford substantial relief to the distressed 
people, but would also effectively improve the irri¬ 
gation sources of these villages. The Executive 
Engineer, the Collector, and the Head Assistant, who 
were present with His Excellency while the deputa¬ 
tions represented their grievances, were able to point 
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out to them which of their suggestions was possible 
.to carry out, and what difficulties there were in the 
way of others being given effect to. 

As nr .the case of the Chiugleput ryots, there 
were very loud' complaints in regard to full rates 
being levied on a partially cultivated area, on the 
score of the latter being covered by' one Survey 
number. Though such cases are no doubt compara¬ 
tively few, still the operation of the rule is felt to 
be very oppressive, and the District authorities, who 
are perfectly aware of this, have repeatedly pointed 
out to the Board of Revenue and the Government 
the unreasonableness and injustice of the rule. But 
■the Board and the Government cannot, be brought 
to see the force of the argument against the retention 
of the rule, and are very obstinate. The ignorant 
ryots, who are not able to understand tlxe ways of 
,the Government, only too readily lay the blame at 
the door of the Collector, and often press him for 
redress. A Collector’s position in such circumstances 
is indeed unenviable; the more so is this the case 
in regard to Mr. Campbell, who is acknowledged 
throughout the district to be a very sympathetic 
administrator and yet helpless to do much. Another 
cause of serious complaint is the imposition of the 
full we.t assessment on a crop raised solely with the 
aid of private well irrigation, merely because there 
was some supply available in the Government source 
of irrigation at the time when the crop was standing 
in the field. The Government supports its action 
in this matter by the argument that wlfile there is 
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some supply of water available from a Government 
source it must be presumed, as against the ryot, 
that he used that water for raising his crop. The 
Government does not take the trouble of 'ascertain¬ 
ing whether the ryot did, as a mahtaa* of fact, utilise 
the Government waken, but puts the burden of 
proving the 'contrary on the ryot. This somewhat 
indefensible line of conduct on the part of Govern¬ 
ment accounts for the loud complaints on this subject. 
While with one hand the Government advances large 
loans to the ryots to encourage the sinking of wells 
as a famine protective measure, with the other hand 
it takes away the incentive by levying wet assessment 
on crops raised under wells in the same way and to 
the same extent as crops raised under tank irrigation. 
This view of the matter, it is said, was once very 
strongly placed before the Board of Revenue and 
the Government by the Hon’ble Mrv Nicholson, who 
pointed out that this method of assessment would 
effectively discourage the sinking of wells by the 
ryots. 

The ryots asked for remissions of kists in some 
cases, for postponement of the collections in other 
cases. Some villagers asked for small roads to 
connect their villages with trunk roads. A solitary 
individual in the whole group, who is an F.A. of the 
Madras University, advocated that members of the 
Taluk Board should be elected instead of, as at 
present, being nominated. Another English-speaking 
ryot brought to the notice of His Excellency that 
sjmc thirty years ago the villages of Chiruuamalli 
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and Manamadurai were classed as villages receiving 
the benefit of anicut irrigation and as such were made 
to pay higher assessment. At the time this classifi¬ 
cation came into force there was a promise given to 
the villages that the tanks of these villages would 
be connected with the Ponnai anicut by means of 
canals. This promise, it is said, has not been fulfilled 
these many years, but assessment continues as high 
as ever. He prayed, therefore, that either the tanks 
in these villages might have water from the anicut 
system or that the villages might be restored to 
their old class. Mr. V. Gopala Chariar, a Pleader 
at Chittore, who owns extensive lands under the 
Kaverippakkatn tank, headed a very large deputation 
of ryots from villages irrigated by the tank and 
spoke on their behalf, representing their grievances. 
It was pointed out that this tank in the last 40 years 
or so, had become silted up to the height of about 
13 or .14 feet, and that in consequence it was now 
capable of holding only seven or eight months’ 
supply instead of fourteen months’ supply as it used 
to formerly. The ryots prayed that either the silt 
might be removed and the tank deepened, or that 
the lands which had been classed as double crop 
lands when they were in a position to get water 
should now be classed as single crop lands, since 
they scarcely receive sufficient water to enable them 
to raise a double crop. They wore told, however, by 
the District authorities that the clearance of gilt 
except as a big famine relief measure, was not 
practicable, but that they would allow the tank to 
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be filled to overflowing from the beginning of the 
monsoon instead of after the close of the monsoon 
as hitherto, so as to increase its capacity. .As 
regards their request for the conversion of their 
double into single crop land, they were told that 
each case would be considered as it arose. Requests 
were also preferred by some ryots for the opening 
of Agricultural Banks and for advance of seed 
grains and loans to purchase ploughing cattle ; while 
some others asked for a free grant of seed grains. 
The establishment of a hospital at Kav^rippdkkam, 
\vhich has a population of 7,000, formed the subject- 
matter of another prayer. Before the deputations 
withdrew His Excellency assured them that he 
had had their requests noted ancPwould give his 
consideration* to them.' * 

A t study of the various requests preferred by 
these innocent and conservative ryots impresses one 
with the smallness of the ryot’s world and'the prac¬ 
tical character, of his wants and grievances. A 
striking proof— if proof were wanted—of this state¬ 
ment was afforded when the ryots of Mahendravadi 
village in their simplicity applied to His Excellency 
the Governor for the sanction of an additional Tala - 
yari or village watchman. From these instances 
one can only conclude that either the average ryot 
is absolutely ignorant of, or unable even to conceive, 
the numerous demands of a far different nature 
made on his behalf by people in the thick of political 
activities in centres far remote from hi3 sphere of 
life. Possibly he wants education in these matters. 
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His Excellency next proceeded to inspect the 
Kuverippakkam tank in company with Mr. Pears, the 
Executive Engineer, and Mr. Campbell, the Collector. 
There was a number of ryots assembled on the bund' 
of the tank, who explained all their wants on the 
spot, pointing out what improvements they desired 
to be effected. 


V Er.LQRE, 24 th Feb .—This morning His Excellency 
and party left Cheri for Sholinghur. On the way 
to the station Mr. Campbell took His Excellency 
over some fields on the road side which have suf¬ 
fered for want of rain. His Excellency was able to 
form an idea as to what a shavi crop was like and 
minutely examined some of the ears of the -withered 
crop. The station was reached at 9-45 a.m. and the 
party took train for Katpadi. On both sides of the 
railway line the aloe hedges were considerably 
damaged by people in distress. At one time the 
damage had become so widespread that the railway 
authorities felt compelled to complain to the Col* 
lector calling upon him to find distressed ryots some 
other means of sustenance. Katpddi was reached 
at 11 a.m., and the party had breakfast at the Rail¬ 
way Refreshment Rooms. After breakfast the party 
was trollied to Vellore, a distance of nearly 5 
miles, where the Rev. Mr. Chamberlain’s bungalow 
was set apart for His Excellency’s residence. After 
lunch His Excellency received deputations from 
various local bodies. The first body to be presented 
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was a deputation of the North Arcot District Asso¬ 
ciation, who urged before His Excellency points 
almost similar to those already pressed on his 
attention by ryots in other places. Among these 
points were the charging of wet rate for dry crops 
raised on wet lands, and the charging of water-rate 
for dry crop raised on dry land which had received 
a single watering from Government sources; griev¬ 
ances against the working of the Forest rules and 
the compulsory affixing of one-anna stamps to 
applications for remissions. As regards the last- 
mentioned grievance, it may be observed that ryots 
think that this is a dodge adopted by Government 
to prevent ryots from making too many applications, 
and to make some more money from stamps! In 
taking leave of the District Association, His Excel¬ 
lency said he had listened to their representation 
with great interest, and that ho would think over 
them carefully with a view to redressing them where 
possible. He hoped they would agree with him in 
thinking that it was more useful to have talked over 
the matter with them than to have received a formal 
address. Next, the Yellore Union Club waited 
on His Excellency with a long address which gave 
a short account of the history of Southern India 
and contained information which could have been 
easily acquired from the District Manual and Census 
.Report. 

His Excellency made this brief reply:— 

Gentlemen,— I hope you won’t think me wanting 
in courtesy if I do not reply to you in the samo 
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polished and eloquent phrases as you have employed 
in your address. I am none the less grateful to 
you, if you believe me, for your words of greeting. 
1 was not aware that you were going to give me 
a formal address before I came here. 1 rather 
deprecated this, for this, reason—my object in going 
on tour is to learn as much about the people of the 
Presidency as I can, and it seemed to me that I 
could learn this more by talking quietly to the people 
than by receiving stilted and formal addresses from 
them. That was my object. Still, I am very much 
obliged to you for the eloquent words of your 
address and for what you have told me. 

His Excellency then asked them a few questions 
as to the object, strength, etc., of their club. 

A Muhammadan deputation was then introduced, 
who assured His Excellency of the great sorrow of 
the community at the death of Her Majesty the 
Queen-Empress. They brought to his notice the 
existence of a big Muhammadan Religious College at 
Vellore, which is frequented by hundreds of students 
from various parts of India; that there are at 
present over 400 students receiving free instruction 
in Arabic, Persian, Euclid, Algebra, Chemistry, etc., 
and get free board. The college is said to have an 
endowment of Rs. 80,000 besides a building which 
is worth about Rs. 20,000. It is now proposed to 
open a Technical Institute in connection with the 
college, for which a local Muhammadan gentleman 
has promised a donation of Rs. 5,000. The deputa¬ 
tion applied to His Excellency for a free buikliru” 
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site and a building grant and a monthly allowance 
towards its maintenance. His Excellency, who was 
.informed that the Muhammadan Literary Association 
• was 50 strong, asked the deputation to make a 
formal application for the site they wanted and 
promised due consideration. ' 

The next body which was accorded an interview 
was the Vellore Trades’ Association, which con¬ 
sisted of five members. "With these gentlemen His 
Excellency talked over matters affecting local trade 
and the effect of the season on their trade prospects. 
Before retiring, the deputation alluded in sorrowful 
terms lo the death of Her Majesty the Queen. His 
Excellency thanked the deputation for their loyal 
sentiments. 

In the evening, His Excellency visited the Fort 
and the famous Hindu temple in it and inspected 
the Police School. His Excellency attended Divine 
Service at the Fort Church. 


AT VELLORE. 

Tirupatt, 25th Feb .—At 8 a.m. to-day His Excel¬ 
lency the Governor received a deputation of the 
■Councillors of the Vellore Municipality and discussed 
with them various matters touching the administra¬ 
tion of their municipality. He was pleased to learn 
that they had more harmonious meetings of coun¬ 
cillors now, and all misunderstandings and factions 
had ceased. The Rev. Mr. Chamberlain, the 
nominated Chairman of the Council, and Mr. M. 
Hajaratna Moodelliar, the Secretary, are mainly 
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responsible for having brought about friendly 
feelings amongst the councillors and securing their 
hearty co-operation in the administration of the 
municipality to the benefit and satisfaction of the 
rate-payers and Government. The Secretary, since 
his appointment to the office, has not merely col¬ 
lected all old arrears of revenue, but has shown an 
increase of Rs. 12,000 in this year’s revenue. This 
matter was brought to His Excellency’s notice with 
pride and satisfaction by the councillors. They also 
informed His Excellency that the town stood in 
need of a water-supply, though just at present the 
municipality had not the wherewithal to undertake 
a scheme. His Excellency was glad to learn that 
the municipality managed a Luugnrliho.na, or a poor- 
house, which owes its origin to an endowment mado 
by one of the Nawabs of the Carnatic some CO years 
ago. 420 people are said to be daily fed at this 
institution just now. Ordinarily 250 used to receive 
daily doles here, but at present, owing to the 
prevailing distress, 170 have come in from other 
parts. His Excellency was requested to throw open 
a small forest reserve within a short distance from 
municipal limit to . free grazing. His Excellency 
referred the question to the Collector for consider¬ 
ation. He gave a donation of Rs. 25 towards a 
famine kitchen maintained by the townsmen from 
subscriptions contributed by soveral philanthropic 
gentlemen of the place. 

Before leaving Vellore, His Excellency paid a 
visit to the Arcot American Mission College, where 


FIRST TOUR OF 


lie was welcomed by the Rev. Mr. Chamberlain, 
who showed him over the various class rooms. 
From the college he drove to the Municipal Office 
and inspected the jjunguvkhnnci and the private 
famine kitchen where nearly 250 poor people receive 
relief every day. The kitchen is managed on behalf 
of the public by Honorary Captain .Abdul Azeez 
Khan Sahib, Sirdar Bahadur, a retired officer of 
the 2-lst Madras Pioneers, and is serving a very 
charitable end. His Excellency then lelt for the 
Vellore Railway Station. The departure being 
public, a Guard of Honour was furnished by the 
local Police at the station, and all the local officials, 
as well as the European ladies, in the station were 
assembled under a pandal on the platform. After 
conversing for a few minutes with some of those 
present, His Excellency left amidst loud cheers. 

AT TIRUPATI. 

After a four hours’ journey by the ordinary train 
through a country dotted with patches of green 
fields, Tirupati was reached and here, His Excel¬ 
lency’s arrival being private, there were only very 
few present on the platform. The party were 
driven to the Mahunt’s school premises, which were 
furnished for His Excellency’s stay during the few 
hour 3 of his visit to Tirupati. In the school com¬ 
pound, the students w r ere arranged in rows and gave 
him a cordial welcome. After lunch. His Excellency 
received a deputation from the local municipality. 
Mr. Sund ira Iyer, one of the Councillors, formally 
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welcomed His Excellency to the town on behalf of 
the council, and assured him that his visit was con¬ 
sidered as a great honour to them, coming, as it did, 
so soon after his arrival in the Presidency. He also 
expressed the intense sorrow of the council at the 
demise of Her Majesty the Queen-Empress, and 
assured His Excellency that the promise made by 
His Majesty the King-Emperor, to follow the tradi¬ 
tions of his illustrious mother, had been received 
with great satisfaction by the people. His Excel¬ 
lency, in acknowledging the assurances, told the 
councillors that His Majesty the King-Emperor had 
always taken the greatest interest in all that con¬ 
cerned India and would continue to take the same 
interest as Her Majesty in their welfare. The 
councillors were then asked a few questions as to 
their sources of income and method of expenditure. 
The Governor was informed that they had har¬ 
monious meetings, and that the people were taking 
great interest in municipal affairs. The constant 
influx of a large number of pilgrims entailed a large 
expenditure in the way of providing sanitary 
measures. 


After the municipal deputation withdrew, two 
ryots from Thondanadu village, in the Ckendraoiri 
taluk, were introduced to His Excellency. They, 
as in the case of ryots in other parts, brought to 
His Excellency’s notice several matters which imme¬ 
diately affected them as landholders. One of these 
ryots owned a hundred acres of land in his village 
out of which only ten were cultivated this year; the 
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rest, had to lie fallow for want of rain. He pays an 
annual rent of Rs. 1,000 to Government and miin- 
tains on his holding ten labourers. Among the 
grievances which he pivssed on His Excellency’s 
attention were the stringent rules of the Forest 
Department. During this season of scarcity, his 
cattle and those of others in the village suffered a 
great deal for want of fodder. He x’equested His 
Excellency to protect the poor cattle by ordering 
some of the reserves to be thrown open to free 
grazing. Mr. Campbell, the Collector, told His 
Excellency that last year this had been done for a 
period of three months, and that this would be done 
again this year also, during the hot weather. His 
Excellency communicated this to the ryot, who 
seemed satisfied with the information. The ryot 
also asked for permission to cut wood for domestic 
and agricultural purposes from Reserved Forests. 
His Excellency promised to consider his request in 
this matter. Another grievance was in regard to 
the state of disrepair into which the spring channels 
in his village had been allowed to fall, and it was 
requested that the work of deepening, widening, and 
otherwise repairing the channels might be under¬ 
taken by Government as a relief measure. Here 
also the grievance in regard to the charging of the 
full rate of assessment on a partially cultivated plot 
of a field, bearing one Survey number, was promi¬ 
nently brought to His Excellency’s notice. The 
second ryot emphasised the statement of the first by 
reiterating the same grievances. His Excellency, 
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■\vlio by tliis time has managed to get a firm grasp 
of the points brought to his notice, followed their 
representations very carefully and sympathetically, 
and promised to consider them along with those 
raised in the other places which he had visited. 

Early in the afternoon His Excellency received 
a visit from the minor Mahunt of Tirupati, who 
arrived at the school accompanied by the parapher¬ 
nalia of his Mutt. He was received by the Col¬ 
lector and the Head Assistant and conducted to 
His Excellency’s presence. After a few minutes’ 
conversation, His Excellency was garlanded and 
presented with attar and pan supu/i. This visit 
Iiis Excellency returned later in the evening at 
the Mutt, where he was received in due form. The 
Mahunt presented His Excellency with a handsome 
ivory walking stick as a memento of his visit to the 
Mutt. His Excellency then proceeded to the Muni¬ 
cipal Hospital and the German Mission School, 
which he inspected in some detail. He also paid a 
visit to Mr. Cochi Seshagiri Row’s house, which, for 
a number of years, has been an interesting place of 
visit to people who come to Tirupati. The house is 
in itself a museum on a small scale, containing 
several objects of interest and instruction to visitors. 
There is a valuable collection of gold and other 
coins, besides splendid specimens of Travancore 
ivory work. His Excellency spent a few minutes in 
examining and admiring the curios, and before 
leaving was garlanded by Mr. Srinivasa Row, the 
present owner of the house. The latter expressed 
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nis sincere thanks to His Excellency for having 
honoured “ his liumble cottage ” with a visit. His 
Excellency remarked that the house, far from being 
a cottage, was a museum in miniature. 

After dinner His Excellency and party left 
for Renigunta where they took leave of Mr. R. II. 
Campbell, who had made excellent arrangements 
for His Excellency’s comfort during his tour in the 
North Arcot district, and had taken great pains to 
make the tour really instructive and interesting to 
him in every way possible. Major Shelley, Agent 
and Manager, and Mr. Henry Davies, Traffic 
Manager of the South Indian Railway, who had 
accompanied the party through the district, stayed 
behind, at Renigunta. A word of praise is due to 
Mr. J. E. Hasted, the Superintendent of Police, 
who escorted His Excellency throughout North 
Arcot, for the excellent Police arrangements made 
in connection with his visit. 

His Excellency and staff took the mail train at 
Reuigunta for Muddanuru. 


A PROPOSED RELIEF WORK. 

Muddaxuuu, 2 6th Feb .—Ills Excellency the 
Governor and party arrived at Muddanuru at 3 o’clock 
this morning by the mail train. The saloons were 
detached and shunted on to a siding, where the 
party slept till daybreak. On alighting from the 
train in the morning, His Excellency was met by 
Mr. II. 0. D. Harding, the Collector of Cuddapah, 
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find was conducted to the tents which were pitched 
in the station compound for the accommodation of 


the party. After chota hazvi, His Excellency the 
Governor, accompanied by Mr. H. 0. D. Harding, 
Mr. A. II. Morin, the Executive Engineer, Captain 
Campbell, Captain the Ilon’blo R. JLygon, and Mr. 
1 ). D. Venkatararoier, Assistant Engineer, rode out 
to visit a test relief work which is being carried out 
in connection with the Chintaguuta Tank Project 
about 8 miles from Muddamiru, After an hour’s 
ride over a bad road and dry fields in a hilly 
country, the party arrived at the Chintaguuta Tank. 
In 1897 an estimate amounting to Rs. 35,000 was 
sanctioned for the restoration of this tank which 
had been breached some years before. The work 
of restoration was sanctioned as an ordinary work, 
with the remark that it might be put in hand at 
once if required for famine relief. It was actually 
taken up for execution as an ordinary work about 
the end of August 1898, and the first item of w r ork 
that was begun was the excavation of the surplus 
channel. But it was found at the inspection of the 
Superintending Engineer that the provision made in 
the sanctioned estimate was insufficient for the pur¬ 
pose in view', and, on a detailed report, it was found 
that the w r ork was likely to cost Rs. 50,000 instead 
of Rs. 35,000 as previously estimated. The work 
was, therefore, stopped at once about the middle of 
June 1898, though before it was actually stopped, 
about Rs. 16,000 had already been spent on the 
surplus channel. The Chintagurta Tank is, roughly 
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peaking, an extensive basin surrounded on alinos 
all sides by bills wbicli serve as natural bunds. It 
is now proposed to excavate a supply channel for 
the purpose of diverting the floods of a jungle 
stream into it, for this a fresh estimate of Ks. 
41,000 has been sanctioned. Owing to the present 
state of distress in the Jammalamadugu, Pulivendla 
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and other taluks of the district, it was resolved to 
take this work in hand as a test relief work for the 
purpose of ascertaining bow far the present distress 
has affected the people, and whether it will bo 
necessary in the near future to open regular famine 
works. The tank, when completed, promises to 
become a most valuable source of irrigation in this 
part of the country, as it is calculated to irrigate 16 
villages. The maximum flood discharge from the 
catchment basin is worked out at 2,310 cubic feet 
per second. It is, therefore, estimated that the 
length of escape required with a depth of 4 feet 
in front and 3 feet in rear will be 120 feet. In 
addition to the irrigational advantages that the tank 
will offer, there is another indirect advantage to be 
derived from its restoration. All the wells in the 
neighbourhood of Ckintagurta, which had plenty of 
water when the tank was in working order, are now 


getting lower and lower, and the supply is becoming 
precarious. The restoration of the tank will 
certainly improve the source of water-supply in such 
wells and the garden crop under them will be much 
benefited thereby. There are at present working 
on this tank an average of 400 coolies daily, who 


HIS EXCELLENCY THE 00 VEEN OR. 


49 


are being paid on the piece-work system twice a 
week. The daily wages of the coolies are regulated 
by the price of grains in the local market, but, as 
at present calculated, an adult male gets, on an 
average, only an anna -a day and a female 9 pies, 
klio coolies appear to be in their normal condition 
as regards their health, and come to the works from 
several villages within a radius of 5 miles of the 
tank. Most of them come from distances of 
between 2 and 3 miles, and only a few from 
5 miles. Many live on the spot in the open. His 
Excellency examined the plan of the tank project 
in company with Mr. Morin, he also watched the 
digging operations that were going on in connection 
with the proposed diversion supply channel, and 
studied the table of waees given to coolie 3 . Jud<r- 
ing by the appearance of the coolies on the work 
and the comparative smallness of their number, it 
does not appear that there will be any immediate 
necessity for converting the work into a regular 
famine relief measure. 

After spending nearly an hour in inspecting the 
work, His Excellency rode back to camp in time 
for breakfast. At noon he had informal con¬ 
ferences with the Tahsildars of Jammalamadugu, 
Pulivcndla and Proddatur, as well as with Mr. 
Sayed Khader Badsha Sahib, the Divisional officer 
in charge of the three taluks. His Excellency 
discuss* d with them the season prospects, and 
learnt that as many as 41 villages were affected by 
the present scarcity in the Pulivendla taluk, 37 
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villages in the Jammalamadugu taluk and 12 in 
the taluk of Proddatur. He also questioned the 
Deputy Collector as to the causes which contributed 
to the general unhealthiness of Cuddapah town. 

INTERVIEW WITH RYOTS- 

At about. 1-30 p.m. His Excellency gave public 
audience to nearly 800 villagers who had assembled 
in the station compound, front an early hour in the 
day, from various parts of the taluk. It was quite 
the largest gathering of ryots of any that has come 
to meet His Excellency in this tour, and was quite 
enthusiastic over his visit to thoir part of the country. 
His Excellency, as in other places, expressed his 
willingness to hear anything that the ryots might 
have to say to him in regard to matters affecting 
their interests. This fact was communicated to the 
hundreds assembled, and then a few of the leading 
ryots spoke on behalf of their fellow-ryots. His 
Excellency was seated under a pandal and the 
villagers stood several rows deep in front of him in 
a large semi-circle. The grievances brought to His 
Excellency’s notice wero, in most instances, similar 
to those referred to by the ryots of the North Arcofc 
and Chingleput districts. The cotton trade in the 
Jammalamadugu taluk was said to be fairly good at 
present on account of the commencement of the 
marriage season this month in the Bombay Presi¬ 
dency. He was told, however, that this would only 
last for a short time, as there were no auspicious 
days for the celebration of marriages in the next three 
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or four months. A ryot from Proddatur represented 
that tho rule prohibiting the issue of permits for the 
grazing of goats in reserved forests acted as a great 
source of hardship on the ryots, and that in conse¬ 
quence they had nad to dispose of a large number of 
their goats. He prayed that this might be abolished 
to the advantage of the Government as well as 
the ryots. His Excellency informed him that the 
Collector and the District Forest officer had a 
scheme under consideration, which, when carried 
out, would secure to them the desired relief in this 
matter. A further representation was to the effect 
that the Government might help the poor labouring- 
classes with loans to purchase lands and settle down 
as ryots in thinly populated villages containing a 
large acreage, and that villagers might be assisted 
to emigrate from thickly populated villages where the 
land available for cultivation was comparatively 
limited. The ivorking of the Income Tax Act was, 
for the first time in this tour, brought to His Excel¬ 
lency’s notice at this station. A merchant and 
cultivator from Proddatur informed His Excellency 
that the Revenue Department often served individuals 
with notices assessing their incomes at amounts 
which were arbitrarily fixed, and threw upon them 
the burden of proving that they did not get tl at 
income, should they choose to question the assess¬ 
ment or the amount of the assessment. The ryot 
said he was puzzled as to what proof lie could 
adduce to show that he did not get the amount 
assessed. Evidence, in his opinion, could only be 
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adduced in support of the existence of a positive 
fact, but it was difficult to conceive what evidence 
could be produced to prove a fact which did not 
exist. 

A railway from Erragudipad to Jammalamadugu 
was advocated by another ryot as very essential in 
the interests of local trade and it was also suggested 
that, should this work be undertaken just at present, 
it would serve to afford relief to distressed ryots. 
Yet another ryot urged the postponement of collection 
of kists in some cases and remissions of tlio same in 
others. He told His Excellency that he owned 1100 
acres of dry land and paid au annual revenue of 
Bs. 480. He had been able this year to raise only 
a six-anna crop on his lands. His Bengal gram and 
indigo crops had failed entirely, and he had only a 
two-anna crop from his cotton. A ryot from 
Cocliranep.illi, a hamlet built and colonised during 
the time of Mr. Cochrane, a former Collector of the 
district, begged His Excellency to issue orders for 
repairs to the tank in his village. Its present state 
of disrepair deprived the villagers of their source of 
irrigation and brought upon them great distress. 
Should His Excellency come to their relief in this 
matter, he assured His Excellency that his name 
would be ever gratefully remembered by the ryots, 
as was that of Mr. Cochrane, the Collector. 

Encouraged by the sympathetic hearing given by 
His Excellency to the grievances of the ryots, four 
taluk peons ventured to come before him with a 
request for increased pay, as they found that their 
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present pay of Rs. 6 a month was hardly,sufficient to 
maintain their families, especially in thi 3 season o£ 
scarcity. His Excellency impressed on them the 
impropriety of Government servants coming before 
him with a request of that sort on an occasion like 
that. They were told to apply through the proper 
channel. 

An interesting feature of this ryots’ Durbar was 
the freedom with which these villagers attempted 
to pi*esent His Excellency with written petitions- 
of sorts, iu the belief that their wants' wpuld be 
supplied on the spot. His Excellency informed the 
ryots through the Divisional officer that he would, 
keep their requests in mind, and comply with them 
wherever possible. > 


AT CUDDAPAH. 

The Governor left Muddar.uru at 2-50 r.M. for 
Cuddapah, where they arrived at 5-.‘?0 r.M*. His 
Excellency was here accorded a public reception, 
at which Mr. Harding introduced to His Excellency 
‘ the leading officials of the district, the Municipal 
Councillors and other citizens present. His Excel¬ 
lency was then presented with the following 
address:— 


May it please Your Excellency, —We, the 
Chairman and Members of the Municipal Council, 
Cuddapah, most respectfully beg to offer Your Excel¬ 
lency a hearty welcome to our town. We highly 
esteem Your Excellency’s presont visit made during 
Your Excellency’s first official tour; and. oil behalf 
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of ourselves and the inhabitants of Cuddapah, whom 
we have the honour to represent, we eagerly embrace 
this opportunity of expressing through Your Excel¬ 
lency our profound loyalty and devotion to His 
Most Gracious Majesty our King-Emperor Edward 
the Seventh. Your Excellency is probably aware 
that the town of Cuddapah is notoriously unhealthy, 
owing to the prevalence of malarial fever, which has 
been attributed by competent authorities chiefly to 
the large extent of wet cultivation within municipal 
limits and the absence of sub-soil drainage. The 
Municipal Council is quite powerless to prohibit wet 
cidtivation, as the funds at its disposal will not 
admit of compensation being paid to the owners of 
the fields. But we pray that Your Excellency in 
Council may be pleased to favourably consider any 
proposal we may submit for Government aid to 
prohibit wet cultivation within municipal limits. 
As regards the drainage of the town, we learn 
that the matter is under the consideration of Your 
Excellency’s Government; and we feel assured that 
the Government will do all that is possible to 
provide Cuddapah with good drainage. In con¬ 
clusion, we most fervently pray that Your Excellency 
and Lady Ampthill may enjoy uninterrupted happi¬ 
ness during your sojourn in this country, and v r e 
most earnestly hope that when Your Excellency’s 
rule in this presidency comes to a termination, 
Your Excellency will leave it. with the blessings of 
the inhabitants of Cuddapah for the inestimable 
boon of health which, we have no doubt, will be 
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secured by the prohibition of wet cultivation and the 
introduction of proper drainage. 

IIis Excellency made the following reply :— 

Gentlemen - , — I thank you sincerely for the very 
kind words of welcome which have been just read 
to me. I do not propose, however, to reply to you 
formally. I inferred from the fact that you did not 
previously acquaint me with the substance of the 
address, that you did not expect me to do so. But 
I trust that you will not consider me discourteous to 
you, but will believe that. I am most sincerely grate¬ 
ful to you for your kind welcome. As to the matter 
of the sanitation of Cuddapah, it is a question which 
I hope to discuss with you informally and indivi¬ 
dually during my stay here. 

His Excellency then drove to the Collector’s 
bungalow. 


AT CUDDAPAH. 

CcnnAPAir, 27//t Feb .—At 7 A.sr. to-day His Excel¬ 
lency the Govornor, accompanied by Mr. Harding, 
the Collector, rode out to the* municipal water¬ 
works, which are about 3 miles from the camp. 
Mr. M. W. Elliot, the Chairman of the Munici¬ 
pality, met His Excellency and showed him over 
the works, explaining the details of the scheme. 
The source of supply to these works lies in the 
Peddagadu and Chinnagadu hills, some miles from 
Cuddapah, and at the head works there is a filtering 
bed, GOO feet long, through which the water passes 
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and is collected in a reservoir capable of holding 
175,000 gallons. From this reservoir the water 
passes by gravitation through a nine-inch main which, 
branches into two sub-mains and into smaller pipes 
and is distributed to the whole of the town. There 
are two engiues working alternately at the head 
works which discharge 130 gallons a minute or 
14.0,000 gallons a day (of 7 hours’ work). His 
Excellency, who spent some time in examining the 
works, l’ecorded in the Visitors’ Book that every¬ 
thin s seemed to be in fine order and the water clear 
and good. He was sorry to hear, however, that 
the supply was beginning to fail. He learnt from 
the Chairman that since the introduction of this 
water-supply the general health of the town had 
improved a good deal. 

At noon His Excellency was ready to receive 
various deputations and discuss with them the 
local wants and grievances. The first of such 
deputations to be introduced was that of the 
district people headed by the Ilon’blo Mr. C. 
Jambulinga Moodelliar. After the various mem¬ 
bers of the deputation had been introduced they 
proceeded with their representations. Mr. Jambu¬ 
linga Moodelliar thanked His Excellency for hauug 
included the Cuddapah district in the programme 
of his first tour, and said that the ryots of the 
district were on that account specially grateful to 
him. The Cuddapah district was, comparatively 
speaking, not so badly off in regard to the season, 
though certain parts like the Jammal imadugn, 
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Puli veil dla and Proddatur taluks were affected. 
He suggested that in the affected tracts, like some 
of the villages His Excellency had seen near Mudda- 
niiru, remissions of revenue might be made rather 
than postponing the collections to some future 
date. He next brought to the Governor’s notice 
three irrigation projects which were likely to serve 
a3 famine protectives if carried out. The first of 
these was the extension of the Sagileru project by 
means of a canal to the Badvel tank. He explained 
the details of the project pointing out in what 
direction he proposed it should be extended. It 
was said that the Badvel tank irrigated 3,000 acres 
which yielded an income of Rs. 20,000, and the 
proposed extension would secure a good supply to 
the tank and tend to the extension of cultivation 
and thus bring additional revenue to Government. 
The Collector informed His Excellency that the 
proposed extension had already been surveyed, and 
they were waiting to satisfy themselves that the 
existing supply from the stream was, in the first 
place, sufficient to meet the demands of tanks higher 
up, before they undertook its extension to the 
Badvel taluk. Last year, in a season of scarcity, the 
existing supply was more than sufficient to meet the 
demands of all the tanks. The question of the ex¬ 
tension would be taken up in due time. The second 
project related to the Mydukur channel and the third 
.to the extension of the Cuddapah-Kurnool Canal 
to the Bengal tank, a few miles from Cuddapah 
Mr. Jambulinga Moodelliar next urged that the 
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earth-work connected with the trial drainage schema 
for Cuddapah town which had been sanctioned might 
be taken up for execution, and, if that were done at 
once, it would give some work for the distressed 
people dui’ing the present season of scarcity. 

His Excellency then discussed with the depu¬ 
tation their grievances in regard to the working of 
the Forest laws. Mr. Jambulinga Moodelliar told 
His Excellency that in some villages the reserves 
■were in such close proximity to the villages, that 
there was very little margin of land left for com¬ 
munal purposes. The existence of these forests in 
such circumstances naturally led to prosecutions of 
villagers and worked a great hardship on them. He 
said that Sir Arthur Havelock, after minute investi¬ 
gation into the question, had issued an order that 
the limits of reserved forests should be fixed at a 
distance of one mile from villages, and that the land 
within that limit should be given up for village 
communal purposes. But that rule was not pro¬ 
perly given effect to. In many cases the reserves 
had been formed before the promulgation of this 
rule. As a matter of fact, there was not much left 
to be desired in the way of rules and regulations 
intended to secure and safeguard the rights and 
privileges of ryots iu the matter of forests, but what 
was really wanted was improvement in the working 
of these rules and regulations. He mentioned the 
villages of Chennupallee (Badvel taluk), Kolu- 
malapdlee and Chiunalapentu (Cuddapah taluk), 
Iditpalapiyee and Vempallee (Puliveudla taluk), 
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and Eguvagottivedu and Gudikota (Rayachoti 
taluk), as being subject to the hardships resulting 
from the proximity of the reserves. 

The next subject which formed the subject of 
minute enquiry by His Excellency was the working 
of the Land and Agricultural Loans Act. Mr. 
Jambulinga Moodelliar brought to the notice of His 
Excellency that, since the famine of 1898, he had 
noticed that the Act had not been largely availed 
of by the ryots; but he could not say what exactly 
prevented loans being availed of as largely as in 
1892. In the latter year nearly Rs. lakh had 
been advanced by Government as loans to ryots for 
the purpose of sinking wells. With the help of 
these loans nearly 1,000 wells had been sunk, with 
the result that the places where these wells had 
been sunk were better insured against famine, at 
any rate for one or two years, if a series of bad 
years should occur. Wells, as a safeguard against 
famine in a dry district, were very important and, as 
far as possible, Government and its executive officers 
should take every step to encourage the ryots to 
take these loans and utilise them properly. His 
Excellency asked what made the ryots willing to 
take the loaus in 1892, and was told that there must 
have been something in the methods adopted for 
collecting the advances in 1892 that subsequently 
scared away the people. Generally, a large number 
of applications were rejected and there was delav in 
passing orders on them. These steps must have 
created the impression in the minds of the ryots that 
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there was no possibility of getting the loans, and 
thus deterred them from making applications for the 
same in the firet instance. His Excellency asked 
Mr. Jambulinga Moodelliar if he could not suggest 
something which would simplify matters in regard 
to this subject. The Collector informed His Excel¬ 
lency that a special extra staff would hare to be 
appointed to attend to this matter of loans, as it 
involved a great deal of responsible work and could 
not be satisfactorily performed by the existing 
District staff, with its own work to attend to. Mr. 
Jambulinga Moodelliar observed that if the appoint¬ 
ment of one or two extra clerks was the only difficulty 
in the way of a more satisfactory disposal of these 
applications, the money spent on such a staff would 
be well spent. He was of opinion that a speedy 
disposal of these applications and better investiga¬ 
tion would tend to encourage the ryots to avail 
themselves more of these loans. The Collector 
informed His Excellency that, since the digging of 
wells in 1892, there had been a series of bad years 
and there was no water in the wells, and this, to a 
certain extent, must deter the ryots. His Excellency 
acrain wished to know what was the cause of the 

O 

unwillingness of the ryots to borrow money from 
Government, and Mr. Jambulinga Moodelliar replied 
that the advances of 1892 had been collected with 
a peculiar amount of harshness on the part of officials. 
He could not say whether such harshness was justifi* 
able or not; but he believed that it had had the 
effect of depressing the ryots ar.d preventing them 
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cutting forward again to borrow. In many cases 
after the completion of the digging of the wells by 
the ryots, it would appear that subordinate Revenue 
officials declared them to have not been carried 
out according to the rules, and recovered the loans 
from the ryots on that and other similar frivolous 
grounds. One of the deputation gave another 
explanation of the unwillingness of the rvots in this 
matter. It would appear that certain officers who 
had failed to recover the loans were censured by 
the Government, and that this made Revenue sub¬ 
ordinates chary about recommending the granting 
of loaus in the first instance. Mr. Jnmbulinga 
Moodelliar also endorsed this as accounting to a 
certain extent for the unwillingness. 

His Excellency then asked what would encourage 
the ryots to take loans. Mr. Jambulinga Moodelliar 
replied that a proper, a more liberal and sympathe¬ 
tic • investigation into the applications made, and 
prompt attention to them by the authorities were 
likely to encourage the ryots. The Collector 
represented that it would increase the work of his 
staff enormously, in the absence of a special staff 
of Revenue Inspectors. Mr. Jambulinga Moodelliar 
remarked that, considering the vast importance and 
usefulness of these loans and in the interest of the 
permanent benefit to the ryot population, it was 
necessary that some sacrifice should be made. In 
reply to a query from His Excellency as to whether 
ryots ever borrowed from money lenders for well 
sinking, Mr. Jambulinga Moodelliar said that in 
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ordinary years there was no necessity or inducement 
for the ryot to borrow money for rhe express pur¬ 
pose of sinking wells. In bad seasons they generally 
could not raise loans from money lenders, and it 
therefore became the duty of Government to induce 
ryots in bad seasons to take loans under the special 
•Act and sink wells as a safeguard against famine. 
Reverting again to Forest laws, Mr. Jambulinga 
Moodel.iar pleaded on behalf of the poor labouring 
classes that in this season of scarcity the Govern¬ 
ment should abolish the rule requiring the taking 


out of permits for bringing in head loads of fire¬ 
wood from forest reserves, so that they might find 
some means of livelihood. After all, the income to 
Government from this source could not be great, 
and therefore the loss likely to result from the 
abolition of the rule could not be great. The 
Collector pointed out that it was not the poor 
people who paid the fee for the head loads: it was 
the buying public. Besides, the abolition of the rule 
was likely to lead to a good deal of fraud on the part 
of permit-holders. His Excellency here remarked 
that it seemed to him that it was generally forgotten 
that the conservation of forests was for the benefit 
of the people. Mr. Jambulinga Moodelliar assured 
His Excellency that, for his part, he realised it, and 
had always advocated restrictions and regulations 
up to a reasonable degree. Another prayer of the 
deputation was that the spring channels on the 
hills, which were the source of supply for the 
Cuddapah water-works, might be extended. 
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Before the deputation withdrew, His Excellency 
assured them that he would bear their representa¬ 
tions in mind and would do what he could to meet 
their wishes. 


THE MUNICIPAL DEPUTATION. 

The next deputation that was introduced to His 
Excellency consisted of the Municipal Councillors of 
the town, with Mr. Elliot, the Chairman, as their 
spokesman. The first question raised by the deputa¬ 
tion was the matter of sanitation of Cuddapah. 
Mr. Elliot said that if Cuddapah was to continue as 
the head-quarters of the district it must be made 
healthy. What was really wanted to attain this end 
was to put an end to the wet cultivation in the 
town and to carry out the systematic drainage 
of th9 town. In the wet season the town is said 
to be a regular quagmire of filth. His Excellency 
observed that a drainage work would cost an enor¬ 
mous amount of money. He enquired if the sub-soil 
of the town was in any way responsible for the 
tin healthiness. Mr. Elliot replied that it was a 
generally admitted fact. Cuddapah is situated on a 
bed of clay and limestone and wet fields come right 
up to the doors of European houses. Figures were 
quoted from Administration Reports to show that 
out of a total population of 17,000, 9,000 were 
in-patients in the hospital in 1897-98, 10,000 in 
1898-99, while last year the number was 6,000. 
The Collector remarked that the figur. s, on the 
face of them, were absolutely incorrect. His 
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Excellency enquired if it was uot true that Cudda- 
pah was more healthy in former years than now. Mr. 
Elliot said that he had been a resident of Caddapah 
for the last 33 years, and his experience was the 
contrary. Mr. Munisawmy Iyer, the Vice-Chairman 
of the Municipality, explained that in 1810 there 
had been a proposal to transfer the head-quarters 
to Sidliout, and that it was vetoed on the ground 
that Cuddapah was more healthy than Sidhout. He 
also observed that it was a common belief amongst 
the people of Cuddapah that it had become un¬ 
healthy since the date of an inundation of the town 
some forty years ago. Mr. Elliot informed His 
Excellency that, nine years ago, the municipality 
had under the old Act stopped wet cultivation in 
the town, and that it resulted in the temporary 
improvement of its general health. The Collector 
pointed out that wet cultivation could hardly be 
stopped now, unless these lands were bought by the 
municipality on payment of adequate compensation. 
Mr. Elliot observed that the amended District 
Municipalities Act enforced the payment of com¬ 
pensation. In a reply to a question, His Excellency 
was told that the municipality consisted of 12 
elected Councillors and 4 nominated, and that the 
competition for the elective 3 eats was very keen. 
They generally had harmonious meetings. 

A MUHAMMADAN DEPUTATION. ' 

After the municipal deputation was dismissed, a 
■body of local .Muhammadans waited on. His Excellency, 


J11S EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR. 


G5 


who told them that he had come to Cuddapah to see 
them and to hear in person what they had to say in 
regard to themselves. They expressed their thank¬ 
fulness and gratitude to His Excellency for his visit. 
One of the deputationists preferred several requests 
on behalf of the community. He said that there was 
9,0U0 Hindus and 7,000 Muhammadans in Cuddapah, 
and desired that His Excellency would reserve two 
appointments of Tahsildars and Sub-Magistrates for 
his community. His Excellency pointed out that 
that was hardly possible, unless they happened to 
be the best men available. The Governor was next 
asked to allow Muhammadan matriculates to appear 
for the Special Tests and also that two Muhammadan 
Councillors might be nominated to the municipality, 
as there were few Muhammadan voters and therefore 
they could not succeed in electing two. Khan 
Bahadur H. S. Manjumiah, Honorary Magistrate 
and Municipal Councillor, told His Excellency that 
his community was grateful to the Collector and 
Government for all that they were doing for the 
advancement of their community. He also told His 
Excellency that a primary school for the education 
of Muhammadan and Hindu boys was maintained 
at Cuddapah from public subscriptions raised from 
Hindus and Muhammadans alike. He requested that 
the Khitzi of his community might be nominated as 
a Municipal Councillor. His Excellency said there 
was every desire on the part of Government and its 
bflicers to help the Muhammadan community, but. it 
was very important that they should co-operate and 
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f io as much as they could to help themselves. Pie 
was sorry to hear that there was only a very small 
proportion of Muhammadan boys in the schools 
here. t Though their poverty was the cause of this, 
lie hoped they would make further efforts in the 
direction of educating their children, as that was 
what was necessary for their amelioration. He was 
glad to hear that they recognised that Muhammadans 
were given their fair share in the administration of 
the country. 

At 5 p.m. Pits Excellency drove round the town 
in company with the Collector, inspecting the 
Collector’s office and the Municipal hospital. 

At the latter place His Excellency was received 
by Dr. Conran, the Civil Surgeon, who took him 
through the general wards of the hospital. The 
Governor made the following entry in the Visitors’ 
Book: “ Dr. Conran showed me over the hospital 
this evening. My visit was necessarily a very brief 
one, but so far as P could see everything was 
beautifully neat and clean and in perfect order.” 
He then drove to Thevuni Cuddapah, or the old 
town of Cuddapah, where there is a temple at which 
ho was welcomed by the priest and shown round. 
The temple priest mentioned to Plis Excellency 
that the temple g<;>pnmm over the entrance was 
provided at the expense of Sir Thomas Munro, 
whose name is a household word in the Ceded 
Districts even to this day, so much so that his good 
deeds are sung in popular ballads by wandering 
mendicants throughout those districts. The priest 
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also told His Excellency that it was his wish to 
erect a mantapain inside the temple to commemorate 
his visit. While at the temple His Excellency 
learnt that, by the word £< Cnddapali ” was meant 
the “ threshold ” or the entrance to a chain of hills 
which led up to Tirupati, which is by far the most, 
important place of pilgrimage in Southern India. 
The temple at Old Cuddapah is also dedicated to 
Venkateswara, the presiding deity of Tirupati, and 
a3 such is considered of great sanctity. The build¬ 
ing does not lay claim to any structural or architec¬ 
tural pretensions. From the temple His Excellency 
was driven to the Cuddapah High School to preside 
at the distribution of prizes. He was here welcomed 
by the Municipal Chairman and the Head Master 
and conducted to a seat on a dais. The head 
master read an interesting report of the work of 
that institution during last year, and expressed the 
great pleasure it had given to him and to hi 3 staff 
to welcome His Excellency to the school on his first 
tour. 

Some recitations by the students of the school 
followed, after which His Excellency distributed the 
prizes and then made the following interesting 
speech : — 

I beg to thank you for the welcome which has 
been so cordially expressed on your behalf by your 
head master, and I am greatly obliged to him for 
the very interesting account of the progress and 
condition of the school which he has given me I 
assure you that the pleasure which you are o-ood 
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enough to express at ray visit is thoroughly recipro¬ 
cated, and I ara especially glad that my visit to 
Ouddapah coincides with your prize-giving. A 
prize-giving is always an interesting occasion, as 
it marks the close of a definite period of work and 
is a time when the results can be measured. The 
teachers are able to see what progress has been made 
and how far their labours have borne fruit, and the 
students learn those wholesome lessons which are 
taught by generous competition and rivalry. They 
have measured themselves against their fellows, and 
are thus able to see for themselves what progress 
they have made in the great race for learning. I 
trust that those who have won prizes will not, on that 
account, relax their efforts, but rather be encouraged 
to redouble them, while those who have not been 
equally fortunate should recognise that their speed 
in the race has not been sufficient, and find in that 
an incentive to further efforts and a determination 
that next time they will be first. I am glad to be 
able to congratulate both teachers and students on 
the generally satisfactory state of the school as set 
forth by the head master in his interesting remarks. 
That the number of students who have passed the 
matriculation examination should be 6 per cent, 
more than the presidency average is very creditable 
to all concerned, and, as it is better than you did last 
year, a steady progress is indicated, 1 fully appre¬ 
ciate the disadvantages which you labour under from 
the unhealthiness of the town, and that is why I think 
that your bead master has been too modest in only 
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claiming that jour achievements have been “ fairlj 
satisfactory.” I am glad to hear that special con¬ 
cessions are granted to Muhammadans. That is a 
generous provision which cannot fail to he of ultimate 
advantage to the whole community, and I trust the 
Muhammadans themselves will be less backward in 
future in availing themselves of those opportunities 
then offered to them. I also learn with satisfaction 
that 40 per cent, of the students are receiving 
instruction in Sanskrit. I am one of those who have 
not lost faith in the advantages of the study of a 
classical language. There is a tendency now-a-days 
to forget that the first object of education is to train 
the mind rather than to cram the memory with a 
lot of ill-digested knowledge which may serve the 
purpose of passing examinations. The study of clas¬ 
sical languages has long proved to be one of the best 
methods or developing those analytical powers which 
have produced the great reasoners and thinkers of 
the world. And you cannot do better than select 
the ancient language of this country to take the place 
of those dead languages which serve the same purpose 
in western education. I hope that you may never 
be tempted to abandon this essential part of higher 
education for the specious advantages of merely 
utilitarian cramming. Your society for the readino- 
of essays and discussion is also an institution which 
has my fullest sympathy. It cannot fail to be of 
great advantage to those who take part in it, and 
the same applies to your Cricket Club. I am a fi mi 
believer in the principle of incus scuta in corpore so no 
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tli.it is to say, that the first condition to having a 
healthy mind is to have a healthy body. A game 
like cricket, which not only trains eye and hand and 
develops the body generally, but also cultivates such 
qualities as readiuess, resource and nerve, and pro¬ 
motes generous and friendly rivalry, is one of the 
best ways of making the body healthy for the 
development of the healthy mind. Iu conclusion, let- 
me say that it is a melancholy satisfaction to me to 
receive the assurance of your deep sorrow at the 
death of the great and good Queen who had the wel¬ 
fare of India so deeply at heart, and I shall not fail 
to convey to His Majesty the expression of your 
sympathy, which I am sure is no less heartfelt 
among you than it is among the millions who are now 
mourning all over the world. 

Mr. M. W. Elliot, the Municipal Chairman, 
proposed a hearty vote of thanks to His Excellency 
for having found time, at the close of a busy day, to 
preside there and giveaway the prizes. 

His Excellency then drove to the camp which he 
left after dinner for Madras by the north-west mail 
train. 



SECOND TOUR OE HIS EXCELLENCY 
THE GOVERNOR. 

March 1901 . 


Salem, 11 th March .— His Excellency the Gov¬ 
ernor, accompanied by Captain Fife, arrived here 
by the mail train from Mettupalaiyam and was met 
on the railway station platform by Mr. R. B. Clegg, 
the Collector; Mr. L. C. Miller, the district Judge ; 
Mr. C. G. Spencer, Sub-Collector; Mr. R. Nara¬ 
yanan and Mr. J. Richards, Assistant Collectors; 
and Mr. J. Lushington, the District Superintendent 
of Police. His Excellency’s arrival here being 
private, there were but few non-officials present, 
among them being the Hon’ble Mr. C. Vijiaraghava 
Charriar. The townsmen of Salem have made 
grand preparations . to accord His Excellency a 
loyal welcome to Salem. On alighting from the 
train, His Excellency shook hands with a few of 
those on the platform who were introduced to him. 
After being garlanded by the members of the 
Reception Committee, His Excellency drove to the 
Collector’s residence in Salem town. Mr. H. A. Sira, 
Private Secretary, and Captain Cameron, who left 
Madras by the morning train, joined His Excellency 
here. Captain Campbell, Military Secretary, did not 
accompany His Excellency on tour as lie was pre¬ 
vented from doing so by an accident he sustained 
a few days ago. 
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■ h March .—At 7-30 a.m. His Excel¬ 
lency the Governor, accompanied by Mr. R. B. 
Clegg, the Collector; Mr. H. A. Sim, Private 
Secretary; and an Aide-de-camp, drove to the 
Central Jail, which is one of the best of its kind 
in the presidency. At the jail lie was received 
by Mr. J. E. Young, the Superintendent, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rogers-Harrison, I.M.S., the 
Medical officer in charge. The jail warders, who 
furnished a guard of honour, presented arms as 
lli 3 Excellency arrived at the premises. He was 
then shown round the various wards of the jail, 
which, at the time of his inspection, had a convict 
population of 481. He made a minute inspection 
of the convicts who were at work in various 
departments of jail industry. At the time of His 
Excelleny’s inspection the Superintendent had on 
hand a large order for carpets from Messrs. Maple 
& Co., London, on which the convicts have been 
en^ao-ed, on and off, for several months past. 

Prom the jail ELis Excellenjy drove to the 
court-house, where Mr. L. C. Miller, the Judge, 
administers justice to the people of the district. 
Thence His Excellency drove to the municipal 
hospital, which he inspected in company with 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rogers-Harrison, I.M.S. Before 
leaving the hospital His Excellency recorded the 
following in the Visitors’ Book: — 

“ I visited the hospital this morning and found everything 
thoroughly clean and in good order. It is a pity that it is not 
possible hh vet to make more modern arrangements.” 
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SIR THOMAS MUNJRO’S LETTERS. 

The hospital was left for the Collector’s cut- 
cherry, where the special matter of interest was 
the inspection of Sir Thomas Munro’s letters, which 
were referred to recently by His Excellency the 
Viceroy as rotting in the “ dingy cupboards ” of 
this office. Considering the length of time and tho 
number of hands which these letters must have 
passed through, it must be said that, far from being 
allowed to rot, they are kept in an excellent state 
of preservation. They are preserved in strong 
leather boards and kept in an open shelf exposed 
to light and air, which are considered necessary to 
preserve'them in good condition. There are about 
3 5 letters, the majority of which refer to matters 
of local importance. In one of these, Sir Thomas 
Munro emphasises the importance of the sinking of 
tvells as a protection against seasons of drought. 
He calculated that the price of land on which a 
well was sunk was increased three times by reason 
of that fact, and that it took ryots Rs. 240 to sink 
a decent well. Taking the average cost of a nvntd 
of land at Rs. 30 when there was no well on it, lie 
calculated that it would take a ryot four years to 
recover the outlay on the well. He suggested that., 
during the first six years, the ryot should not be 
Charged any extra assessment on account of the 
enhanced value. He was of opinion that a great 
inducement for making wells would be levying on 
garden lands a fixed revenue. Another letter 
which is in Munro’s writing, but does not bear Ids 
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signature, contains the earliest allution to the ryot- 
Avari system. A third letter gives an excellent 
account of the origin of shrotrit-ms and agraharam », 
which were resumed bv the Government in return 
for money compensation. In a fourth letter he 
gives an account of the economic condition of the 
weaving communities in the Baramahal and Salem 
districts at the close of the Avar of 1792, and 
protests against the weavers being forcibly made 
to work for the Bast India Company by their 
dubashes and agents. 

His Excellency asked for these letters to be 
sent to the Collector’s residence for more minute 
examination. There Avere also in these files a 
number of letters Avritten by the Veteran Mission¬ 
ary Abbd Dubois to Colonel Reade, the then 
Commissioner, asking him for protection against 
black Missionaries from the Malabar Coast, Avho 
tried to interfere with his converts and his spiritual 
ministrations to them. Sir Thomas Munro’s 
letters, by the Avay, have been prized as a treasure 
by everybody in the Collector’s office, and have been 
read by every successive Collector of Salem. Mr. 
LeFann in writing the * District Manual of Salem ’ 
carefully Avent through all the Munro’s letters in the 
Salem office and utilised all the useful information 
available. In fact eA r cry junior civilian posted to 
Salem reads through theso letters as a part of his 
duty. 

His Rxcellency then returned to the Collector’s 
residence in time for breakfast. 
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THE MUNICIPAL DEPUTATION. 

At 12 noon His Excellency was ready to receive 
various local deputations at the Collector’s residence, 
and the first deputationists were the Municipal 
Councillors of Salem. After the members had be.cn 
introduced, to him, he informed them that he had 
thought it better to meet them in person and discuss 
with them matters affecting the municipal adminis¬ 
tration of the town than to receive a formal 
address from them and reply to it. This departure 
from custom on His Excellency’s part was appa¬ 
rently looked upon with satisfaction by the deputa¬ 
tion. In response to His Excellency’s invitation Mr. 
U. Venkata Rao, the spokesman of the Councillors, 
explained the wants of the local municipality in the 
matter of water-supply, drainage and a rail-road 
between the town and the railway station. As regards 
the first want he informed His Excellency that the 
limited resources of the municipality wore insuffi¬ 
cient to enable them to undertake and carry out 
a scheme of water-supply without the help of 
Government. The whole town depends at present 
for its water-supply on a few wells in different parts 
of the town from which the water is drawn, and 
even this water is at best only brackish and fails in 
seasons of drought. With the object of providing 
an efficient system of water-supply, Mr. Ellis, the 
then Acting Sanitary Engineer to the Government 
of Madras, in 1895, proposed a scheme, the main 
feature of which consists in tapping the sub-soil 
water by a tunnel run between wells sunk at, some 
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m stance from one another and in pumping the 
water for distribution to the town. The initial cost 
of such a scheme was believed by him to be much- 
less than that of the other scheme of constructing 
large reservoirs, known as the gravitation scheme. 
The area below the Namarnalai hills, which are 
situated at sx distance of about 2 miles to tho east 
of Salem, was chosen to determine, by means of an 
experiment, the feasibility of Mr. Ellis’s scheme. 
An experimental well was first sunk and the water 
from it was sent to the Chemical Examiner for 
analysis and report. This officer was able to report 
most favourably on the quality of the water, and 
the only question which remained to be settled 
was whether the quantity available would meet the 
requirements of the city. Tho municipality was 
directed in 1897 to place a sum of Rs. 5,300 at the 
disposal of the Public Works Department for the 
carrying out of the further investigation of the 
scheme. But the municipality was unable to meet 
this demand from its resources, as it had just then 
had its income from professional taxes reduced from 
Rs. 14,000 to Rs. 3,000, owing to the operation of 
the amended District Municipalities Act of 1897. 
It was only in April lfQO that the municipality 
was able to raise this sum as a loan in the public 
market at an exorbitant rate of interest, the Gov¬ 
ernment having declined to advance the money 
even as a loan. This amount was then placed at the 
disposal of the Public Works Department, which 
undertook the preliminary investigation of the 
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scheme. Mr. Yenkata Rao was, however, hot able 
to tell His Excellency what the result of the 
experiment was, as the department had not sent in i's 
final report on the matter. His Excellency enquired 
it' the municipality had taken steps to expedite the 
submission of the report. Mr. Yenkata Rao 
informed His Excellency that the municipality was 
not sure if the E cecutive Engineer would send in a 
report, seeing that he had been directed by the 
Sanitary Board to conduct the preliminary investi¬ 
gation. He, therefore, requested His Excellency to 
call for the report and expedite matters so as to give 
the town a system of water-supply at an early date. 
His Excellency then learnt that Mr. Ellis’s scheme 
was roughly estimated to cost Rs. 1,CO,000 as 
against nearly four lakhs, which was the cost of an 
alternative scheme proposed by Mr. Allan, the late 
District Board Engineer, for obtaining water from 
the northern slopes of the Shevaroys. Ilis Excel¬ 
lency informed the deputation that at that stage 
the obligation for expediting the matter rested more 
upon them than upon the Government. It was 
next represented as a matter of sore grievance with 
Halem that it should not have the benefit of a 
•water-supply up to this time, while much smaller 
towns like Conjeoveram, Tirupati, Cuddapah and 
Dindigul hal. The next subject that was brought 
to Ilis Excellency’s notice was the want of a system 
of drainage for the town. At present all the sewage 
of the town is led into the small river that runs 
through the heart of the town.. The stream is 
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reported to be dry for a large part of tlie year and 
sewage flows through it in the place of water. 
Consequently, the river is more a big drain than 
a useful stream. The freshes in the month of 
October and November do not improve matters, for 
all the sewage impurities deposited in the bed of the 
river in the course of the year are dissolved in the 
water, which is used for bathing and drinking 
purposes by the lower orders, in spite of the 
vigilance of the Town Police and the municipality 
in preventing its use.« So that it is not a matter 
for surprise that Salem should be visited by cholera 
in these months, causing an annual mortality of 200 
to 300 from this disease alone. The deputation 
suggested that the sewage might be taken out of 
the city by means of masonry drains and spread on 
sewage farms, which would be a' source of profit to 
the municipality. 

His Excellency remarked that the question of a 
drainage scheme was so intimately connected with 
water-supply, that they would have to wait for it 
until they had a water-supply for the town: As 
for the request to connect Salem with Siiramangnlam 
station by means of a railway, His Excellency 
replied that the Government had already sanctioned 
an allotment for a survey of the line, and that tlio 
matter was receiving attention at the hands of the 
Government. 

His Excellency also learnt that ten out of the 
twenty Municipal Councillors were elected, and that 
tin y had harmonious meetings, though there was 
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a division of opinion among the members on some 
matters. 


TIIE TRADES’ ASSOCIATION. 

When the municipal deputation withdrew, three 
gentlemen were introduced to His Excellency as 
representatives of a local Trades’ Association which 
consisted of thirty grain merchants. The Asso¬ 
ciation is three years’ old, and has been established 
with the object of ascertaining the prices of grains 
in other places for regulatiug the local market. It 
also does a certain amount of charitable work and 
acts as a sort of Arbitration Court for the settlement 
of disputes which may arise among them, without 
having resort to the expensive processes of litiga¬ 
tion. They represented to His Excellency that a 
portion of the Bazaar road might be marked off and 
fenced for loading and unloading carts. But they 
were very naturally told by His Excellency that 
this" was a matter for the consideration of local 
authorities and scarcely deserved to be brought to 
his notice. Another grievance, which they laboured 
under, was the difficulty experienced by them ill 
getting silver for currency notes and vice versa at 
the Government treasury, while European planters 
bad every facility offered'to them in this matter. 
His Excellency informed them that the question of 
extending facilities for the encashment of notes was 
then under the consideration of the Government 
and something would be done to meet their wants. 
The deputation then represented that the Forest 
Department had recently raised the charge for 
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passes issued to poor people to cany head loads of 
firewood from forest reserves from three pies to sis 
pies, and that this operated as a great hardship 
on them, as they depended on selling head loads 
of firewood for their livelihood. His Excellency 
thought that it was scarcely right that their request 
should be complied with, when these poor people 
had refused to avail themselves of the offer of daily 
rvages for cutting wood in die forest'for the depart¬ 
ment. The deputation next asked that relief kitchens 
might be opened in the town for giving relief to 
people who were suffering from the present season 
of distress, but they were told to apply to the 
Collector, who was sure to do the needful, if he w r as 
satisfied that there was occasion for it. 

THE SOUHASHTRA DEPUTATION. 

Two local weavers constituted the next deputa¬ 
tion, who represented the Salem Sourashtra com¬ 
munity, which owns and works within the municipal 
limits about 10,000 looms. It was represented that 
the plague in the districts of the Bombay Presi¬ 
dency up to the frontier of the Salem district, 
coupled with failures of rain, had affected the weaving 
trade during the last four years. In this period about 
4,000 weavers rvero said to have left Salem town 
through the dejiression in trade, to beg, as they do 
now, “in the streets of Pondicherry and other 
towns in Southern India.” Those that had not the 
enterprise to leave their town are said to live upon 
sweet potatoes, roots, and. various kinds of greens. 
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To give point to their representation, they exhi¬ 
bited to His Excellency a few specimens of sweet 
potatoes and a small bundle of Atthi leaves {Ajastia 
lalifolia), the latter a special delicacy of Brahmans 
on Divadasi days. They said that the poor weavers 
had a meal of rice only once in two or three clays, 
and in the intervals had to live on these roots and 
greens. They desired that, as measures of relief, 
the Government might advance loans to weavers to 
enable them to buy raw materials and make cloths, 
and that it might also buy the cloths from them 
and sell them at some future time when there mio-lit 

O 

be better demand. His Excellency remarked that 
the adoption of their suggestion would amount to 
Government running the trade, which, however* 
was not ordinarily a work that Government could 
undertake.^ It was only in times of distress that 
relief of the kind might be given to weavers, as 
was being done now to those in the Cuddapah 
district. But he was not sure that the present 
state of affairs in Salem would justify such a method 
of relief. The deputationists, however, reiterated 
that the present was a season of great distress and 
rice was sold at 8;} measures a rupee, and that at 
no time since the great famine of 1877 had they 
suffered as now. His Excellency thought it strange 
that they should have failed to represent the matter 
to the Collector, while, according to their statement, 
they had been suffering from the effects of distress. 
He, however, assured them that, the Collector would 
afford them relief if they represented the matter to 
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him and satisfied him as to the urgency of the relief 
needed. 


RYOTS’ DEPUTATIONS. 

A number of tenants of Annadunapatti and 
Salem mittahs, who formed the next deputation, fell 
prostrate at His Excellency’s feet with the request 
that he would save them from the oppressions of an 
unsympathetic Mittahdar and Mittahdurni. They 
represented that the Mittahdar of Annadanapatli 
levied “ illegal, unauthorised and exorbitant taxes,” 
and that the pymnsh assessment had been raised 
by leaps and bounds and without any limit. He 
also levied 1(5 times the land assessment or 11 s. 
08 -IO-O per acre on cocoanut topes and Its. 54-11-0 
per acre on areca topes. Another very reasonable 
complaint of these mittah tenants was that they 
were, unlike tenants in Government villages, made 
to pay a tax on trees in addition to the tax on 
lands on which they stood. It appears that the 
Mittahdar has made a custom in support of his 
claim in this matter, which has been recognised 
as a legal custom by the High Court in favour of 
the Mittahdar and against the tenants. They 
requested His Excellency to undertake legislation to 
save them from “ these kinds of arbitrary, exorbitant 
ard unauthorised assessments which are unexampled 
and without precedent in any other mittah or Gov¬ 
ernment villages in India.” They requested that 
tlu Hon’ble Mr. F. A. Nicholson, who was now in 
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charge of the Tenancy Bill, might specially enquire 
into the matter and redress their grievances. The 
ryots in- the Salem, mittah, of which Mrs. Foulkes 
was the Mittahdarni, were equally loud in their com¬ 
plaints against the “exorbitant” taxes she levied 
from them. The ryots told His Excellency that 
they were very poor and their Mittalidars very rich, 
and so the latter always managed to engage tlie 
services of clever lawyers and thus won the suits 
against them; so that their only hope lay in a 
legislative enactment to redress their grievances. 
His Excellency, however, explained to them that 
the High Court decided suits on their merits, 
irrespective of the employment of clever lawyers. 

Three archakas or temple priests nsxt came 
before His Excellency with a request that he would 
pass the Religious Endowments Amendment Bill 
which was recently vetoed by the Government 
of India on the score of interference with the prin¬ 
ciple of religious neutrality pledged to them. The 
archakas pointed out that the absence of such a 
measure was keenly felt by them, inasmuch as thev 
were not able to sue Dharmakavtas for arrears of their 
pay. If the measure was passed, it would keep in 
check dishonest trustees and put an end to their 
vagaries, and, at the same time, tend to the better 
management of temples and other religious 
endowments. 

His Excellency told them that the matter was 
engaging the attention of the Government. 
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FOREST GRIEVANCES. 

A large deputation of the ryots of Panama- 
fattupatte and Oottangarai pressed on His Excel¬ 
lency’s attention a number of forest grievances 
which they suffer under, in common with ryots who 
have the fortune or misfortune to have their villages 
in close proximity to reserved forests. The com¬ 
plaints related to restrictions in the matter of cattle¬ 
grazing, cutting leaves for green manure, and 
removing dead wood for fuel. The total exclusion 
of goats from grazing in forest reserves was made 
the subject of special complaint, and the ryots, by a 
series of syllogistic statements, attempted to make 
out.that their very existence as ryots depended on 
the existence of their goats. They started with the 
statement that they lived by cultivation, that manure 
was necessary for cultivation, that manure pre¬ 
supposed the existence of a large number of goats 
and cattle, which, if they w r ere to live at all, must 
be given free-grazing in forests, as they could not 
afford to pay or find other grazing grounds. His 
Excellency did not seem prepared to wholly 
appreciate the force of their reasoning, as it would, 
if given effect to, put an end to forest reserves 
altogether. He learnt from them that, on a 
representation to the District authorities, they were 
allowed free-grazing for their goats for two months 
in the year, which was obviously a partial compli¬ 
ance with their request. The proximity of reserved 
areas to cultivated lands in villages and to the 
villages themselves was pointed out to be a fruitful 
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source of annoyance to the ryots, for these reserved 
areas gave shelter to wild beasts which carried away 
their cattle and harboured thieves, who were a 
constant source of danger to the safety of their 
lives and property. His Excellency informed the 
deputationist that similar representations had been 
made to him at other places, and that the matter 
was engaging his attention. 

r J he last deputation to be introduced to His 
Excellency comprised two proprietors of local print¬ 
ing firms. The grievance which these gentlemen 
had to represent was that all the municipal and 
local fund printing work of the district was done 
in Madras under the orders of the Accountant- 
General, who is said to be keen about securing 
uniformity in the forms used in the preparation of 
accounts. From enquiries made, I learn that, apart 
from the grievance of local printers in this matter, 
the local bodies, which have to pay for the printing 
work done in Madras, have also a substantial 
grievance. It appears that last year they were 
compelled to pay four times as much for work turned 
out in Madras, as they would have had to pay if the 
work had been done locally. The idea of uniformity 
could easily be satisfied if the Accountant-General 
would only have annually published in the Fort St. 
George and District Gazettes some specimens of the 
kind of forms which ho would enforco local bodies 
to adopt. This would not merely give considerable 
latitude to these people for the exercise of local 
patronage, hut would effect a large saving of funds. 


misr^ 



SECOND TOUR OF 


At 5-30 P.if., yesterday, His Excellency was 
entertained at a Harden Part} 7 given in liis honour 
by the Reception Committee. There were refresh¬ 
ments, music, 6re-works ; and a fewleadinggentlemen 
of Salem were also introduced to His Excellency. 


AT YERCAUD. 

Yekcaud, 13 tli March —After spending a very 
busy day at Salem, His Excellency left next morning 
for Yercaud at 7 a.m., and was accompanied by Mr. 
H. A, Siin, the Private Secretary, and other mem¬ 
bers of his staff, and by Mr. R. B. Clegg, the 
Collector, and other District officials. He drove 
the distance of 4 miles to the foot of the hill, 
whence he rode up the ghat. From an early hour 
in the morning the foot of the hill presented an 
animated appearanco, as there were a large number 
of coolies mustered to carry the baggage of the party 
and bearers to carry people in chairs. His Excel¬ 
lency rode up the steep, but winding, ascent of 7 
miles accompanied by Captain Cameron and Captain 
Fife on horseback. At the half-way house on the 
road the toll-gate contractor had put up a pandal 
constructed entirely out of evergreens and forest 
produce and decorated with wild flowers. There 
was also a suitable inscription on the leafy structure 
extending to His Excellency a cordial welcome to 
Yercaud. Another interesting pandal was that 
erected in front of the entrance to Mrs. Foulkes’ 
estate about a mile or two from Yercaud. At the 
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entrance to the station an archway of green leaves 
surmounted by a suitable inscription was erected, 
for which the local Deputy Tahsildar was respons¬ 
ible. Under the reception pandal were assembled a 
few of the European residents in the station, with 
Mr. R. Bruce Foote, late of the Geological Survey 
of India, at their head. Among these were Mr. 
Robert Gompertz, Mr. Norfor, Mr. Rahm, Mr. Fred. 
Short, Dr. Lincoln and a few others, who were all 
introduced to His Excellency. After a few minutes’ 
conversation with those assembled to welcome him 
there, His Excellency rode to the “ Fairlawns 
Hotel, ” which has been engaged for his residence 
during his stay at Yereaud. His Excellency will 
give a dinner to the local residents to-night as well 
as to-morrow night. To-morrow evening His Excel¬ 
lency has invited the residents to meet him at a 
Garden Party. On Friday there will be a lunch 
party given by His Excellency, at which he will 
take leave of his guests before returning to Salem, 
tomorrow morning ho will inspect the proposed 
ghat road and receive a deputation from local 
planters, the local union, and the Malayalee ryots. 


Ykrcaud, 14 th March .—Yesterday evening His 
Excellency, with Mr. R. B. Clegg, the Collector, 
inspected the Deputy Tahsildar’s office, where he 
was received by Mr. Kuweresan Thomas, the 
Deputy Tahsildar, and shown round the office rooms 
and the treasury, which is maintained here in. the 
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interests of the local planting community. The 
Deputy Tahsildar explained to His Excellency that 
the treasury was largely used by the planters, who 
presented supply bills, bought of the Accountant- 
General, for payment. In this way, on an average 
from Rs. 30,000 to Rs. 40,000 a month were paid to 
planters on supply bills. The Deputy Tahsildar is 
also a Sub-Magistrale and a Sub-Registrar of the 
Station, and until recently had to do the duties of a 
District Muusiff too. There were two prisoners in 
the sub-jail, who were both undergoing incarceration 
for stealing coffee. The records of the Sub- 
Registrar’s office were also inspected by His Excel¬ 
lency, who next left to pay a visit to the local fund 
hospital. 

At 7-30 this morning, accompanied by Mr. Sim, 
Mr. Clegg, Mr. S. B. Murray, the District Engineer* 
Mr. Peddy, the Assistant Engineer on special duty, 
walked out to inspect the proposed ghat road which 
is in course of construction now. His Excellency 
inspected nearly 2 miles of the road which has been 
completed and walked over some distance of the 
route traced, which was rough and strewn with 
boulders, and watched the blasting operations which 
are going on. The proposed road starts from the 
foot of the hill to the south of Yercaud, and the 
route, after running some distance along the foot of 
the hills turns up to the north and passes along the 
slope of the hills by a series of zig-zag windings, 
terminating in the plateau by the side of the big 
lake. The road goes through beautiful scenery and 
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when completed promises to be one of the prettiest 
ghat roads in the presidency. The circumstances 
under which the proposed void has been sanctioned, 
and the unwearied and persistent efforts which the 
local planting community have had to make to 
accomplish their object are too well-known to need 
repetition here. The work is progressing in a satisr 
factory manner, but it will take in all probability 
two or three years to complete. 

PLANTERS’ DEPUTATION. 

At midday His Excellency received deputations 
from the Shevaroy Planters and the Yereaud Union. 
The former body consisted of Mr. Robert Gompertz, 
Mr. J. C. Large, Mr. G. Lechler, and Mr. Fred. 
Shortt, with Mr. Gompertz as their spokesman. His 
Excellency, who received them at the “Fairlawns 
Hotel ”, told them that he thought that, meeting them 
in a deputation and exchanging ideas with them in 
regard to their industry, was far more advantageous 
■alike to himself and to them than receiving and 
roplving to a , formal address. Mr. Gompertz 
-thanked His Excellency for the kindness and honour 
•lie had shown them in coming to Yereaud to enquire 
into their affairs. He next thanked the Madras 
Government for having given them a ghat road to 
Yereaud, which was now in course of construction. 
That was one of their important, wants, and that 
having been supplied they had very little else to 
.trouble His Excellency with. However, he wished 
to brino- to his notice the.difficulty, which planters 
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laboured under, in getting silver in exchange for 
currency notes at Yercaud. Till some time ago, 
the Government, at the request of the planters, 
ordered the encashment of notes at the local treas¬ 
ury at a charge of two annas for every Rs. 100 
note presented. The planters suggested the levying 
of this small fee of two annas, as they were perfectly 
aware of the difficulties and expense attendant on 
large amount of coin being brought up the ghat 
to Yercaud, and it was obviously unfair in their 
opinion that that expenditure should be debited to 
the general tax-payer, while it was specially in their 
interest that this cost was incurred. But, subse¬ 
quently, the Accountant-General objected to this 
levy of two annas, as it was an illegal charge for the 
Government to accept, and therefore ail encashment 
was stopped and another course adopted. This 
latter consisted in the planters obtaining, through 
their agents in Madras, or from the Collector’s 
treasury in the district, a cheque or supply bill on 
the local treasury at Yercaud, which was limited to 
a minimum of Rs. 500 at a time. Mr. Gorapertz 
pointed out that this course served all their require¬ 
ments, but it would be more convenient to reduce 
the minimum value of supply bills or cheques to 
Rs. 100 at a time, from Rs. 500, below which 
amount a cheque wouid not be issued by the 
Accountant-General. Bis Excellency informed the 
deputation that Government was inclined to make 
the encashment of notes easier than it was at present, 
though he did not know, at that stage, how far it 
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would be possible to do so. The Government would, 
however, try to give better facilities wherever it 
could be managed. He wished to know from the 
deputation if the fee of two annas for every B.s. 100 
note they cashed would have covered the cost of 
establishment and the moving of coin up the ghat. 
Mr. Gompertz said that it would, though the 
Collector was of opinion that it would not. The 
planters contend, with some justice, that the Deputy 
Talisildar’s Cutcherry at Yercaud has been in exist¬ 
ence for a long time, for purposes of receiving kists 
from ryots and for other revenue purposes. The 
planters can only, therefore, be charged with any 
increase of cost, and not with the whole cost of the 
establishment. His Excellency remarked that the 
difficulty in the way of passing an order for encash¬ 
ment of notes and in the way of giving them other 
facilities as regards money transactions was tbit 
what was done for one place would have to be 
extended to all other places similarly situated. Mr. 
Gompertz told His Excellency that he had a great 
aversion to accepting currency notes on account 
of the difficulty experienced in cashing them; and 
the Governor quite appreciated Mr. Gompertz’s 
inconvenience in that matter. 

His Excellency next asked the deputation for 
some information in regard to their industry gener¬ 
ally on the hills. Mr. Gompertz explained that in 
recent years coffee planters in Southern India had 
suffered a great deal from competition from Brazil. 
Some years ago a bushel of coffee was selling at 
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Rs. 13, whereas now they were scarcely able to 
realise Rs. 8 per bushel, which was almost the cost 
of production. The cause of this fall was pointed 
out to be over-production and competition of the 
Brazilian coffee. The Brazilians paid for the cost 
of cultivation in silver and sold their coffee for gold, 
and in this they had a tremendous pull over the 
Indian planters. The fall in Indiau currency was 
another cause of the low prices realised. When 
some years ago the Indian Government tried to 
arrest the depreciation of silver by artificial means, 
the Brazilian Government did not take a similar 
step, and therefore the Brazilian planters were able 
to compete on better terms with the Indian planters. 
The Brazilian Government was now trying to reduce 
a large amount of their paper currency by borrowing 
10 millions sterling and thus to increase the value 
of their silver coin. Therefore, Mr. Gompertz said, 
there was hope of improvement in thoir industry in 
India, though it might affect the Brazilians. He 
was glad to be able to tell His Excellency that their 
crops were fairly good, and that they had nothing to 
complain of in tho way of insects and pests attacking 
their crops. Referring to the advice recently given 
by the Viceroy to tea planters in Assam, Mr. 
Gompertz said that it was very good advice and was 
being followed by the tea planters generally. The 
coffee planters too were doing what they could to 
push their coffee to all parts of India. The tea 
planters of Ceylon had agreed to compulsory tax¬ 
ation on all tea cultivated in that island for the 
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purpose of devoting tlie collections to advertising 
and pushing the sale of their tea in foreign markets. 
The tea growers were better off in that matter. A 
great many coffee planters in this presidency were 
anxious to approach His Excellency with a request 
to undertake legislation for levying a similar com» 
pulsory tax on coffee, to push the sale of their coffee. 
But they were not then sufficiently unanimous to 
put forward a definite proposal: Ife hoped, how¬ 
ever, that, in course of time, unanimity would be 
attained amongst them when the question would 
be mooted. They wanted commercial travellers to 
distribute small packets of coffee to push the sale. 
His Excellency humourously remarked that they 
were evidently waiting for a Sir Thomas Lipton to 
spring up among them. 

The deputation informed His Excellency that East 
Indian coffee commanded a much better price in the 
London market than the Brazilian coffee; that the 
Yercaud variety, which was largely sold in the French 
market, was known there as the Shevaroy or Salem 
coffee ; and that out of a total world production of 
one million tons, India and Ceylon produced only 
15,000 tons, which was but a drop in the ocean. 
His Excellency next questioned them as to the shade 
trees they grew on their estates and as to the 
methods adopted in preparing coffee for the market. 
The deputation then withdrew. 

THE YERCAUD UNION DEPUTATION. 

Next a small deputation of the members of the 
Yercaud Union,, consisting o): Mr. R, E. Norfor, 
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Dr. Pope, and Mr. Thurston Shortt, waited upon 
His Excellency. Tlie most important subject, which 
they discussed with him, was the question of a water- 
supply for Yercaud. The present source of supply 
was a number of wells in tlie station and the big 
lake. Most of the wells failed in seasons of drought, 
and in the event of a bad season and short rainfall 
all the wells in Yercaud, with the exception of one, 
were completely dried up. In such a case, their 
only source was the big lake, which, however, was 
subject to contamination from the drainage of 
Longleypet, which found its way into it. Several 
proposals had been made in former years for a 
drainage and water-supply scheme for the town, 
but they were all very expensive. The deputation 
suggested that there was one other alternative 
course open to them to preserve the present available 
water-supply in good condition and at the same time 
avoid any very large expenditure on a drainage 
scheme. It was to remove the Longleypet village 
from its present site to some other site. This village 
is chietly inhabited by the domestic servants of the 
European residents, and consisted of no substantial 
buildings. There were about a hundred common 
dwelling houses and huts which could all be pur¬ 
chased for about Rs. 11,250. The villagers might, 
of course, object to it, but the deputation was not 
without some justification for the adoption of the 
course it suggested. It is pointed out that Longley- 
pot is a malarial place and, according to the recent 
investigations of the Royal Society, mosquitoes are 



capable of carrying malarial poison to a distance 
of 400 to 600 yards, which is about the distance 
between Longleypet and the lake. The deputation 
thought that, on the gi-ound of considerations of 
public health, they would be justified in attempting 
to remove the village to some other site. 

His Excellency learnt that the income of the 
Yercaud Union was only Rs. 1,431 a year, which 
was all spent. Sometimes the expenditure exceeded 
the income when the District Board of Salem supple¬ 
mented their funds by a grant. The chief source 
of revenue in the union was house-tax, and thev 
expected a larger amount from this source as the 
tax was to be doubled next year. As regards the 
conservancy of the big lake and the removal’ of 
Longleypet, His Excellency asked the union to for¬ 
mulate a definite scheme, and promised to consider 
the same after taking the advice of the Public 
Works Department. It was disappointing to him 
to hear that they had not a good water-supply and 
that the lake was being contaminated. 

A MALAYALEE DEPUTATION. 

The Malayalees are the native population of the' 
Siievaroys who, according to tradition, migrated to 
these hills some hundreds of years ago from the 
Conjeeveram district during a severe famine which 
afflicted that part of the country. They are Vellalas 
by birth and worship the god Shervaroya , to whom 
is dedicated an old temple on the top of this hill. 
Out of a total population of 14,000 on these 
hills they number about 10,000 and live purely by 
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agriculture and tending cattle. There are about G9 
Malayulee villages, from a number of which the 
headmen of communities and others came to see His 
Excellency and represent their wants and grievances. 
'I hey had very little clothing except a rough blanket 
to cover themselves with. They, however, appear 
to be particular as regards their head dress, and every 
one had a dirty and cumbersome turban on his head. 
They were presented to His PJxcellency, at whose 
feet they fell prostrate, and asked for redress of their 
grievances in regard to the working of the forest 
laws. Their complaints related to restrictions 
imposed on cattle grazing in forest reserves. His 
Excellency, who gave them a sympathetic hearing, 
asked them to bring their grievances in the first 
instance to the notice of the Collector of the district, 
•who would do all in his power to redress them. 
Another grievance, which these Malayalee villagers 
pressed on His Excellency’s notice, was that when 
jthey applied for Government waste land they were 
compelled to pay the value of trees which stood on 
that laud at market rates obtaining in the plains. 
They contended that the trees could not fetch any 
price on the hills, and that they had no use for them, 
and that therefore they should not be made to pay 
their value. The Collector informed His Excellency 
that in some cases he had the trees sold by public 
auction. I am afraid, however, there is reason to 
suspect that this course is adopted only when the 
authorities see a prospect of their being able to realise 
more than they could get from the ryot. In this 
matter also His Excellency referred them to the 
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Collector, who would look into their complaints and 
redress them. The villagers were then dismissed. 

His Excellency and party will leave Yercaud 
to-morrow evening on the return journey to Madras. 

Salem, loth March .—Yesterday evening His 
Excellency gave a Garden Party in the grounds of 
the “ Fairlawns Hotel”, to the principal European 
residents of Yercaud. There was a large number 
of these present in response to His Excellency’s 
invitation. The guests were entertained with light 
refreshments and played tennis. 

This morning His Excellency went to Mrs. 
Foulkes’ estate, whence he had an excellent view 
of the scenery all around. Next he went to Mr. 
R. Bruce Foote’s residence, where he was shown 
some splendid specimens of palaeolithic stones. After 
breakfast His Excellency drove out to see Mr. 
Gompertz’s coffee estate, where he was shown the 
process by which berries were pulped and cleaned. 

At 2 p.m. His Excellency gave a lunch party, at 
which a few guests were present. He left Yercaud 
at 4 p.m. and reached the foot of the hills at about 
6 p.m., whence he drove to Mr. L. C. Miller’s resi¬ 
dence. Mr. Miller entertained His Excellency ard 
the principal European District officials at dinner, 
and the Governor and party left Salem by the south¬ 
west mail train, which arrived here at 9-15 p.m. 
His departure being private, there were only a few 
present to bid him farewell. 


x 
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ADDRESS FROM THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS 
OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, COONOOR; 

APRIL 13, 1901- 

Mat it please Your Excellency,— We, the. 
Chairman and Members of the Municipal Council 
of Coonoor, beg most respectfully to tender Your 
Excellency a very hearty welcome to this little 
town, and, in so doing, beg to say that we highly, 
esteem the present visit of Your Excellency, brief 
though it be. 

Your Excellency is doubtless aware that Coonoor 
is classed amongst the favourite sanitaria and 
health resorts of all India, and as such, there are 
many improvements the municipality deems 
requisite, in order to make this little hill station 
more attractive. The necessary funds, which are at 
present lacking, might be made available if the Gov¬ 
ernment would help by putting into execution some 
of the undermentioned proposals and schemes : — 

I. A good and plentiful water-supply is much 
needed, and would assuredly, in addition to bene¬ 
fiting the present population, offer inducements for 
the erection of many more houses, the taxation on 
which would materially help to swell the municipal 
revenues, and for thi3 purpose we beg to suggest 
using the Wellington water-supply at the “ Rallia 
Plantation Valley” as a common head, running a 
pipe from there to the “ Yeddapally Valley,” as 
formerly proposed, and thence to Coonoor; this 
would save the cost of a new survey and at the 
same time prove quite practicable and effectual. 
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II. The extension of Coonoor for native 
accommodation is urgently needed, as this portion 
of the town is greatly overcrowded. We take this 
opportunity of pointing out that this council has 
thrice approached the Government on the subject of 
this urgent need but without any apparent success. 
We respectfully suggest therefore the utilization of 
some of the reserve forest for this purpose and the 
acquirement of the swamp below “Alma House,” 
as an adjunct, for a good drinking water-supply. 
Land is also much needed for a native cemetery, 
suggestions and details respecting which have 
already been submitted to the Government. 


III. The market is far too small for present 
requirements, and for the purpose of enlargement 
we respectfully ask the aid of the Government in 
the form of a loan of Rs. 40,000 for a period of 
about 30 years, bearing interest at the rate of 4 per 
cent, per annum and repayable in sums of Rs. 5,000 
and upwards. We would point out to Your Excel¬ 
lency that small as the present market is, the rents 
therefrom form a very important item of municipal 
revenue, and the extension we now propose, besides 
proving a great public boon, would assuredly add 
greatly to our receipts. 


IV. We beg leave also to point out that almost 
the whole of the hospital expenditure devolves upon 
this municipality (whilst the bulk of the patients 
consists of non-residents and the poorer classes 
who pay no taxes), the Government contributing a 
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very small proportion towards the upkeep of this 
institution. We beg therefore that this munici¬ 
pality be either released from this heavy encum¬ 
brance, or else receive a substantial annual grant 
from the Government towards its maintenance. 


Y. As this is a European sanitarium, the 
Native and European portions of the town being 
hitherto separate and distinct, we beg to suggest 
legislation to enable this council to interfere, and 
prevent in the future the erection of native huts 
within the European quarter of the town. 

YI. There exists in the very heart of the 
European portion of Coonoor a block of land owned 
by “ Badagas,” which, if built over with native huts, 
would be a monumental disBgurement to this 
beautiful hill station. We venture to propose 
therefore that the Government should acquire this 
block of land, and add it to the only existing 
public pleasure grounds of the station, viz., “ Sim’s 
Park ” which charming spot it now adjoins. 

VII. We beg also to suggest that the proposed 
‘‘Hill Municipal Act” be submitted to this council 
for remarks and suggestions. 

VIII. We beg also to submit that in the 
interests of the general public and especially of the 
military authorities at Wellington and the planting 
community, it is very desirable that the local sub- 
treasury should be converted into a disbursing 
treasury, as at present it is necessary to go all the 
w:.y to Ootaoumund to cash cheques, &c. 
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IX. It has invariably been a rule with Your 
Excellency’s predecessors to sanction the construc¬ 
tion of a new road at Ootacamund, named after the 
then ruling Governor, we now beg that Your Excel¬ 
lency will be graciously pleased to extend the privi¬ 
lege on this occasion to Coonoor, which is deficient in 
suitable carriage drives, and confer on this town the 
honour of having a road bearing Your Excellency’s 
name. 

In conclusion we trust Your Excellency’s official 
labours may be made less irksome and trying, by 
the exhilarating climate of the hills, that the health 
of Your Excellency and that of Lady Ampthill may 
be benefited by your stay, and that you may both 
carry away pleasant recollections of your sojourn on 
the Nilgiris. 


HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR'S REPLY. 

Gentlemen of the Municipal Council of 
Coonoor, —I appreciate the friendly and loyal 
feelings which have led you to meet me at this stage 
of my journey, and I thank you heartily for your 
words of welcome. 

I am aware of the popularity of Coonoor as a 
summer resort, and I know it is regarded by many as 
an ideal compromise between the heat of the plain. 1 
and the cooler attitudes of Ootacamund. 

When your Chairman enquired by telegraph 
whether I would consent to receive your address 
and I replied that I was willing to do so, it never 
occurred to me that you would take this opportunity 
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of raising all the questions which occupy your 
council. I am afraid that you must have credited 
me with some strange intuitive knowledge of your 
local concerns, if you believed that it would be 
possible for me to reply offhand to all the questions 
of water-supply, housing, markets, hospital, sanita¬ 
tion, improvements, roads, and finance to which you 
have called my attention. 

The text of your address only reached me the 
day before I left Madras, and you must know from 
your own experience of local administration that to 
reply to your representations must involve reference 
to many officials and the perusal of voluminous 
documents. It would not have been possible for me 
to make such a research in 24 hours, even if I had 
had no other affairs to attend to before leaving 
Madras. 

I did however make such enquiries as were 
possible in the limited time, but only to discover 
that the questions you have raised are even more 
complicated than they appear to be at first sight. 

I regret therefore that 1 am only able to suggest 
that you should make your representations through 
the Collector in the ordinary course, when they 
shall receive my personal attention and the careful 
consideration of Government. 

I thank you on behalf of Lady Ampthi’.l and 
myself for your kind wishes, and I can assure you 
that the store of health which we hope to lav up 
in the Mlgiris will be devoted to a more vigorous 
discharge of the duties which fall to our lot. 
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ADDRESS FROM THE MUNICIPAL COUNCILLORS 
OF OOTACAMUND. 

Your Excellent,— We beg to welcome Your 
Excellency on behalf of our fellow citizens on your 
first public arrival in Ootacamund. 

Five years ago when we welcomed Your Excel¬ 
lency’s predecessor the journey from Mdttupalaiyam 
was far more tedious than it is now, and ruav we 
venture to hope that during Your Excellency’s 
administration it may become still less so by the 
extension of the railway to Ootacamund. 

2. We tender to Your Excellency our sincerest 
hopes that your term of office may be prosperous, 
and that your residence in this beautiful health 
resort may be attended with benefit and pleasure. 

3. We congratulate ourselves that in Your Excel¬ 
lency we have a statesman who has already shown 
that he realizes the needs of the people whom he has 
to govern and has declared his strong desire to 
identify himself with all that concerns the welfare 
of the Madras Presidency and to make it his home 
while he is entrusted with its administration. 

4. We beg to offer our welcome to Lady Ampthill 
who basso early evinced a warm interest and kind 
sympathy with the people of this country, and trust 
that she will find in Ootacamund a pleasant and 
salubrious summer home. 


HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR'S reply. 
Gentlemen of tiie Municipal Council,— I thank 
you sincerely for your presence here to welcome me 
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to Ootacamund and for the kind words in which 
yon have conveyed to me the greeting of your 
fellow-citizens. 

Although I have come all the way by the ghat 
road I have not found the journey tedious, as the 
beauties of the scenery have been an ample dis¬ 
traction, but I quite agree with you that the 
extension of the railway would be a most desirable 
convenience. I have always heard that there was 
no question as to Ootacamund being by far the most 
delightful place of residence in India, and my pre¬ 
vious short visit here has already inclined me to the 
same opinion: it is therefore superfluous for me to 
assure you that I am delighted to be here. 

I am grateful to you for the hope you have so 
kindly expressed that my term of office may be 
prosperous, and if by that you mean that it may be 
attended by benefit to the people of this presidency 
you have wished me that which I have most at heart. 

There is however one passage in your address to 
■which I must take friendly exception, as it is couched 
in terms of praise which I have done nothing 
to deserve. You call me “a statesman who has 
already realized the needs of the people.” Well, 
gentlemen, I must really deprecate such language 
not only because it is unmerited but also because it 
is likely to mislead people into expecting more of 
me than 1 can hope to achieve. 

Lot me remind you that I have not yet been 
four months in Madras arid that in that time 1 have 
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only boon endeavouring to learn as much as I could 
about the country and the people as was my bounden 
duty and as my predecessors did before me. 


The full-blown statesman is not made in four 
months, nor can great administrative results be 
achieved in so short a period. Now I will tell you 
why I say this. There are some good people who, 
voiced by the Press, are already expressing dis¬ 
appointment, because my tours, which, mind you, 
were undertaken with the primary object of obtaining 
information, have not resulted in sweeping reforms, 
and because I was not prepared to reply offhand in 
the Legislative Council to criticisms ranging over the 
whole field of administration and raising questions 
of many years’ standing. 

Well, gentlemen, I venture to assert that not 
even a real live statesman would perform what 
these good people—well-wishers of miue I have no 
doubt—expect me to do, and I hope that they will 
not continue to expect too much of me lest they 
should eventually be disappointed. 

I have never put forward any pretension" to be 
considered a statesman, and I do not presume to hope 
that I shall ever deserve so great a designation, but 
if, at the end of my term of office, you can fairly sav 
that I have been a prudent, just and impartial 
administrator, that I have not shrunk from any dis¬ 
agreeable duty, and that 1 have shirked none of the 
labour which may fall to my lot, my ambition will 
be satisfied and I shall feel that I have done my duty 
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Tn thanking you once more for your welcome, 
allow me also to thank you on behalf of Lafiy 
Amptliill who has already realized your kind 
wish that she may find Ootacamund a pleasant and 
salubrious summer home. 
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